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Chasing, waterfalls 



Here's a sneak peek at Olafur Eliasson's "New York City Waterfalls," which will send water cas- 
cading from under the Brooklyn Bridge and from three free-standing scaffolds in New York Har- 
bor — including this view of Governors Island off Red Hook — from July through October. In 
the spirit of Christo and Jeanne-Claude's "The Gates" project, Eliasson's $15 million art project 
will consist of four waterfalls, towering between 90 and 120 feet, that will gush between 7 am 
and 1 0 pm every day. "My point is to open up the possibility of a nature-based experience with- 
in an urban setting and allow us to reconsider our experiences of nature," Eliasson said. The 
falls will be easily viewed from the Brooklyn Heights promenade. 


BROOKLYN. BABY! 


Kids across America named for boro 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn is not only a popular 
place to live — it was iso the 43rd 
most-popular name last year. 

Just three years ago, the name 
“Brooklyn” wasn’t even in the top 100, 
according to the newborn gurus at 
BabyCenter.com, a Web site for new 
parents. 

But in 2005, “Brooklyn” entered the 
charts at 62 — with a bullet. By 2006, 
it had jumped to 54th. 

Now, at 43rd, it’s ahead of such 
once-beloved monikers as Katherine 
(46), Julia (55) and Abby (62) 

Brooklyn even topped Rachel (66), 
Leah (85) and Rebecca (86) — so 
much for the Bible! 

And it’s not just the 300,000 users of 
BabyCenter.com who have made 
“Brooklyn” a star. The Social Security 
Administration, which tracks all baby 
names, reports that “Brooklyn” first en- 
tered the nation’s top-1,000 in 1992 at 
number 552. By 2000, it was at 177, 
and by 2006, it had risen to 67. 

It’s safe to ask what the freak is go- 
ing on. Could it be that David Beckham 
and Posh Spice — who named then- 
son Brooklyn in 1999 — are so influen- 
tial? Or has Borough President 



Markowitz’s 24/7 cheerleading finally 
reached the heartland of America? 

“It is true that when celebrities use a 
unique name, other people tend to follow,” 
said Nissa Anklesaria of BabyCenter.com. 
“But parents are also always looking for 
something unique, but not so unique that 
it’s difficult to pronounce or understand” 
That largely summarizes Cheri Tra- 
cy’s reasons for naming her daughter 
“Brooklyn” in 2004. 

“From the moment I heard it, I loved 
it — which was not the case with the 
other 50 or so names my husband and I 
discussed,” said Tracy, who lives in 
Northfield, Illinois. 

“We both love New York, and the 
name seemed very feminine, yet unique 
and a bit edgy without sounding trendy.” 
Tracy said she’s hoped the name 
wouldn’t become too popular, but was 
not surprised it was climbing the charts. 

“But I don’t think it will ever become 
a top- 10 favorite because when people 
hear her name, they either love it or 
6 hate it. There isn’t much in-between. 

I “I do hope the popularity has noth- 
^ ing to do with the Beckhams,” she 
| added. “People embrace New York no 
c matter where they reside.” 

? She’s right, but only to a point: 
m “Brooklyn” is the sole borough to make 
i! the top- 1,000 baby names list. 




RATNER WINS BIG 


Empire falls 


Ruling brings Atlantic Yards closer to reality 


Blame state for park closure 


vert the warehouse into a shopping 
mall modeled after the Chelsea Mar- 
ket in Manhattan. But in 2006, the 
state took the building away from 
him, claiming that he let it “languish.” 

Neither Boymelgreen, nor Walen- 
tas, who made a scene at a public 
meeting in November by publicly 
complaining that the state was “ex- 
cluding” him from the process, would 
comment for this story. 

This week, state officials said the 
buck stops with themselves, not those 
builders. 

“For the past decade, both state 
Parks and the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation have tried to find a 
developer to restore the Empire Stores 
building,” said ESDC spokesman 
Warner Johnston. “It failed twice, but 
... we look forward to a successful de- 
velopment of the site.” 

But the blame game didn’t end 
there. Judi Francis, president of a group 
that opposes the ESDC plan to put con- 
dos and commercial development in 
the park, blames the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corporation, which 
is controlled by the ESDC, for allow- 
ing the building to disintegrate. 

“Any finger-pointing has to be 
aimed at them,” said Francis, whose 
group sued the state to block the inclu- 
sion of condos inside the 85-acre open 
space and housing development 

For her part, Marianna Koval, the 
executive director of the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy, which is 
allied with the development corpora- 
tion, blamed other factors — includ- 
ing the lawsuit by Francis’s group. 

“Neither the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation, nor the 
Empire State Development Corpora- 
tion own or control the Empire Stores,” 
Koval said. “It is owned and main- 
tained by state Parks, which has a tiny 
budget for capital maintenance of facil- 
ities statewide.” 

Meanwhile, Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park, with its gorgeous views of 
Lower Manhattan and the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan bridges, remains closed 
to the public indefinitely. 

“Right now, our primary concern 
is keeping people safe,” said Eileen 
Larrabee, a spokeswoman for state 
Parks. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Opponents of Brace Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards mega-development suffered a se- 
rious setback last Friday when a Man- 
hattan Supreme Court judge dismissed a 
suit challenging the validity of the pro- 
ject’s environmental review. 

Judge Joan Madden’s 72-page ruling 
fully rejected the opponents’ contention 
that state agencies failed to take the re- 
quired “hard look” at the project’s vast 
environmental impact, did not fully con- 
sider alternative sites or developers, and 
wrongly condemned several non-blight- 
ed blocks around the project site so that 
they could be turned over to Ratner. 

The lawsuit also questioned how At- 
lantic Yards could be considered a “civic 
project” when its main element is a pub- 
licly financed, yet privately operated, 
sports arena. 

Madden called such arguments 
“without merit” and “not persuasive” 
frequendy throughout her ruling, citing 
prior precedents that suggest that New 
York State environmental law “leaves 
an agency with ‘considerable latitude in 
evaluating environmental effects and 
not choosing among alternatives,’ [and 


that] the court is not permitted to sec- 
ond-guess the agency or substitute its 
judgment for that of the agency.” 

Madden’s restraint was hailed by 
supporters of the $4-billion arena, com- 
mercial and residential mega-project 
that comprises 16 towers between the 
low-rise neighborhoods of Prospect 
Heights and Fort Greene. 

“We are very pleased with Justice 
Madden’s decision and look forward to 
construction of the arena, housing and 
other facets of this important, transfor- 
mative development project,” the Em- 
pire State Development Corporation 
said in a statement. 

The project’s biggest cheerleader, Bor- 
ough President Markowitz, went further. 

“Score a big victory for Brooklyn’s 
future,” he said, also in a statement. 
“This latest court decision . . . reaffirms 
the public benefits of the Atlantic Yards 
project — thousands of units of afford- 
able housing, thousands of union jobs, 


and our much-anticipated return to 
sports’ major leagues. 

“Let’s get the shovels on the ground!” 
he urged. 

That call cannot be answered until a 
remaining Atlantic Yards suit — an ap- 
peal of a case that questioned the legality 
of the state’s use of eminent domain — 
is resolved. A decision by a three-judge 
federal appeals panel, which heard the 
case in October, is expected shortly. 

In the meantime, the plaintiffs — a 
coalition that includes Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn, the Sierra Club, sev- 
eral block associations, the New York 
Public Interest Research Group and the 
Zen Environmental Studies Institute — 
vowed this week to appeal Madden’s 
decision. 

“She is right that the court can’t sub- 
stitute its judgment for that of the 
ESDC,” said Jeff Baker, the plaintiffs’ 
lawyer. “But that doesn’t mean the court 
has to ignore the record or holes in the 
agency’s rationale.” 

It’s unclear what will happen at the 
Appellate Division. Madden’s decision 
strongly asserted that the courts don’t have 
a role to play in questioning the quality of 
the state’s land-use decision-making. 

See RATNER on page 7 


The scaffolding is now up at the crumbling Empire 
Stores building, whose decrepit condition forced the 
closing of the adjacent Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park 
last month. The park remains closed. 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State officials have finally taken 
the blame for allowing a Civil War- 
era warehouse on the DUMBO wa- 
terfront to fall into such disrepair that 
the state park next to it had to be 
closed last month to prevent people 
from getting conked with bricks. 

Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park, 
which is slated to be a central part of 
the so-called “Brooklyn Bridge 
Park,” has been closed since Dec. 19, 
when structural damage was discov- 
ered at the Empire Stores warehouse. 

State planners have sought for two 
decades to transform Empire Stores 
into a cultural facility or shopping 
center — but all they have to show 
for it is a dilapidated structure now 
ringed by scaffolding. 

Who’s to blame? Therein lies a 
great story. 

DUMBO land baron David Wa- 
lentas held the rights to develop the 
site from the 1980s until the state 
gave the site to his rival Shaya 
Boymelgreen in 2002, just as the 
neighborhood was getting hot. 

Boymelgreen had planned to con- 


Ikea has started its push to hire Red Hook residents at its soon-to-open 
Beard Street superstore, pictured here last week. 


Ikea superstore gears up 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The clock is ticking for Red 
Hook residents on their head start 
to get jobs at the long-awaited 
Ikea in Brooklyn. 

The Swedish home furnishing 
giant began accepting online appli- 
cations for 500 full- and part-time 
jobs on Monday from people liv- 
ing in the 11231 ZIP code — three 
weeks before those positions will 
be open to the general public. 

“It’s game time. We’re ramping 
up,” said Randy Peers, who runs a 
job-training group called Red 


Hook Works, which is partially 
funded by Ikea. “[Ikea’s] goal is to 
hire as many people from 11231 as 
are qualified.” 

A promise to give early hiring 
preference to people from the local 
community — an economically 
depressed area with the city’s 
largest public housing project — 
helped secure public support for 
the controversial project in 2004. 

Ikea is drumming up awareness 
of the job openings by mass mail- 
ings in Red Hook, leafleting apart- 
ments in the Red Hook Houses 
and conducting 12 information 
sessions for potential job seekers. 


About 40 people gathered on 
Tuesday night for one of these 
meetings within the Red Hook 
Houses — home to about 7,000 
people in a neighborhood where 
unemployment runs at 20 percent. 

‘Tt sounds awesome,” said 
Michelle Valez, who showed up 
with her husband and three children 
of working age. ‘Tt would be good to 
have a place near home for my kids 
to work so I don’t have to worry.” 

In addition to tapping into the 
local talent for its own needs, Ikea 
is paying for general job training 
and placement services through 
Red Hook Works. 


Business experts applauded Ikea 
for a well-devised recruitment effort. 

“I believe they’re trying to 
reach out,” said Chinyere Em- 
manuel Egbe, a business professor 
at Medgar Evers College. “The 
way they’re doing it is as good as 
any other method.” 

But the hiring strategy isn’t all 
rosy. One deterrent to getting a 
strong turnout from local residents 
for low-paying jobs is that all posi- 
tions are only being filled by on- 
line applications. 

To compensate, Red Hook Works 
and Red Hook Rise is offering free 
computer access and assistance. 


MORE INSIDE 



Zoe Bowick tears up a summons she 
received for placing an A-frame sign 
in front of her Seventh Avenue gym. 


All signs point to return of signs 

City throws out tickets for mom and pops' sandwich boards 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city, in an abrupt about-face, 
is now allowing storeowners to put 
A-frame signs on the sidewalk again 
after cracking down this fall on the 
alleged sidewalk obstruction. 

A new memo from the Depart- 
ment of Sanitation instructs enforce- 
ment officers not to issue tickets “as 
long as [the sign] does not impede 
pedestrian traffic.” 

The rules were not as lenient in 


the fall when shopkeepers on com- 
mercial strips in Cobble Hill and 
Park Slope were penalized en masse 
with fines up to $300 for putting 
their signs on the sidewalk. 

Back then, the Sanitation Depart- 
ment told The Brooklyn Paper that 
businesses were on the wrong side 
of the law if their signs protruded 
more than three feet from the front 


The department confirmed the 
existence of the memo, first reported 
on brownstoner.com, but did not ex- 
plain why it had adopted the new 
policy. But the businesses that got 
ticketed a few months ago were 
happy to speak up 

“It’s funny that they would send 
out citations as if it was important 


and then drop it so suddenly,” said 
Berlin Reed, who works in Cobble- 
stone Foods on Smith Street. 

Other storeowners hope the sud- 
den reversal will get their unre- 
solved cases dismissed. 

“Taking time out of work is silly,” 
said Zoe Bowick, co-owner of the 
Park Slope Fitness Collective, “but it’s 
punishment we shouldn’t have had” 


Supremes OK boss-picked judges: p16 



Right 
on time 

After being little more than 
a four-faced liar for 16 
months, the clock atop the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank 
tower finally started telling 
the right time on Wednes- 
day afternoon. The timely 
event was highly anticipated 
throughout Brooklyn, consid- 
ering that the four clocks in 
the crown of the 512-foot 
building — for now, the bor- 
ough's tallest — can be seen 
from Park Slope to DUMBO 
to Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
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MarcoPoloRistorante.i 



BROOKLYN WINK co. 


Available exclusively at 

Red White 8t Bubbly 



Specials on select wines and cases are available every day! 
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EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

January 1 9 



Star songs 

Since he stopped playing 
Christopher Moltisanti on 
"The Sopranos," Michael 
Imperioli has kept busy 
with film roles, including a 
part in Paul Auster's last 
flick, "The Inner Life of 
Martin Frost." But that's 
not all. The multitalented 
Imperioli will sing and 
play guitar with rock band 
La Dolce Vita tonight. 

7 pm at Luna Lounge (361 
Metropolitan Ave. at Have- 
meyer Street in Williams- 
burg). $10. For information, 
call (718) 260-2323 or visit 


MONDAY 

January 2 1 


Whole MLK 

Brooklyn is once again 
hosting the city's largest 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day memorial event [see 
page 9], the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music's 
"Come Share the Dream" 
program featuring Mavis 
Staples (pictured). But 
there's more than just one 
way to honor King's mem- 
ory today. Institutions like 
the Brooklyn Museum and 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
are hosting their own 
panel discussions and cel- 
ebrations, so check out 
"Nine Days in Brooklyn" 
for a complete list. 



WEDNESDAY 

January 23 



A wine time 


For the second "So- 
pranos" star sighting of 
the week, actress Lor- 



ner paired with her new 
Bracco Wines. We'd bet 
that the "Goodfellas" 


star knows a thing or two 
about a good drink. 

7:30 pm at Austin's Steak- 
house (8915 Fifth Ave. at 
89th Street in Bay Ridge). 
$120. Reservations are 
required. For information, 
call (718) 439-5000. 


FRIDAY 

January 25 

Monkees 

business 

People are always talk- 
ing the Beatles versus 
the Stones, but some- 
times there's nothing 
that gets our toes tap- 
ping like the Monkees. 
And tonight Southpaw is 
hosting, "Pley Hey It's 
The Monkees!: A Tribute 
to The Music of The 



SATURDAY 

January 26 



'Slap' happy 

Silent film virtuoso Ken 
Gordon has curated an 
afternoon of film entitled 
"Silent Slapstick: Keystone- 
Style Comedy," featuring 
artists such as Charlie 
Chaplin (pictured), Mabel 
Norman and Roscoe 
"Fatty" Arbuckle, with live 
musical accompaniment by 
pianist Stuart Oderman. 

1 pm at the Dr. S. Stevan Dweck 
Center for Contemporary Cul- 
ture, Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch on Grand Army 
Plaza. Free. For information, 
call (718) 230-2100 or visit 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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CLINTON HILL 


FRAMED: PrattStore irks local biz 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

In a move likely to tarnish town- 
gown relations, PrattStore — the 
modernist art supply shop ran by the 
venerable Pratt Institute — has begun 
offering custom framing, possibly in- 
juring the business of a local Myrtle 
Avenue merchant. 

“For the past seven months, I’ve 
been working with a deficit,” said Luri- 
ta Brown, the owner of Clinton Hill 
Simply Art & Framing, a 17-year-old 
framing shop that sits little more than a 
block away from the three-year-old 
PrattStore. 

Brown told The Brooklyn Paper that 
she was already straggling at Myrtle 
and Classon avenues when, a couple of 
months ago, PrattStore, near Emerson 
Place, introduced a custom framing 
service of its own. 

Last month. Brown wrote to Pratt Ready-made and custom frames are available at the PrattStore. 



President Thomas Schutte that she was 
“flabbergasted” that the school would 
compete with an existing, locally 
owned business with limited resources. 

Indeed, three years ago, Schutte told 
the New York Times that “[PrattStore] 
will be a tremendous resource for our 
students but, because of its location, for 
the community as well.” 

The store, which Pratt completed in 
2005 for $2.2 million, is a stark, gray- 
silver structure designed by architect 
Richard Scherr. A recent visit to the sec- 
ond floor of the shop revealed an ample 
custom framing showroom, adjacent to 
a large ready-made framing section. 

A Pratt Institute’s spokeswoman did 
not respond to several requests for com- 
ment. She said that Schutte was prepar- 
ing a response to Brown’s Dec. 10 letter. 

For her part, Brown remained in- 
credulous. 

“What were they thinking?” asked 
Brown. 



Clinton Hill frame-store owner Lurita 
Brown says PrattStore is killing her shop. 


BAY RIDGE 


We the People, 
with carrot juice 

By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Carrot juice for the body and the Constitution for the body 
politic. 

That’s the approach at Bay Ridge’s Appletree Natural Foods 
shop, which, in the spirit of the presidential primary season, has 
set aside an entire window for a gigantic display of our nation’s 
founding document. 

It’s more than good business — it’s about saving America. 

“There’ll be plenty 
of time to sell food. 
But with the primar- 
ies going on, now’s 
the time for people to 
think about what re- 
ally makes our coun- 
try great,” said David 
Runyon, who has 
owned the Third Av- 
enue health-food store 
for 12 years. 

Like the rest of the 
country, Bay Ridge 
has its share of sup- 
porters of one candi- 
date or another. 

There is a lively 
“Bay Ridge for Oba- 
ma” group, while 
Bob Capano’s Young 
Republicans support 
Rudy Guiliani. 

There are even 
Ron Paul supporters. 

But little is heard 
about the actual 
founding principles of 
our land. According to 
constitutioncenter.org, 
a third of all Americans don’t even know how many branches there 
are in the federal government (it’s three, of course — though many 
of us in the press are hoping for apromotion!). 

Runyon says that ignorance of the basics makes it unlikely 
that voters will make wise choices. At the very least, he said, he 
hopes that the Constitution in the window of his shop, which is 
between 79th and 80th streets, will get people talking. 

And so far, it might be working. 

“What he’s doing is awesome,” added Chris Byrne, a 22- 
year-old college student and part-time bartender at the Pour 
House, which is down the street from Appletree. “More people 
need to remember what America is really about.” 



The Constitution at the Appletree 
Natural Food Store in Bay Ridge. 


DUMBO 



Artist to fix eyesore with kids’ help 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The children of DUMBO will help cre- 
ate a massive mural this week to spruce 
up the ugly corrugated-metal wall on 
Front Street under the Manhattan Bridge. 


COBBLE HILL 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Markowitz is asking 
state Attorney General Andrew Cuomo to 
probe a shuttered preschool that may owe 
parents thousands of dollars in prepaid tu- 

The Brooklyn Children’s Academy 
Preschool was closed by the city, which cited 
numerous violations, after it moved into a 
new facility on Dean Street, between Boeram 
Place and Court Street, in November. The 
city permitted the preschool to reconvene 


Conceived by artist Tattfoo Tan, the 68- 
foot-long, eight-foot-tall mural, has a simple 
checkerboard design rooted in fresh food, 
bright colors and childrens’ imaginations. 

Tan will work with 40 students at PS 307 
with his “Nature Matching System.” 

This is where it gets complicated. 


temporarily in a church in Brooklyn Heights, 
but it soon ceased operations. 

Executive Director Andy Lewis reduced 
tensions with the parents by mailing letters 
suggesting their tuitions would be refunded, 
but several parents have threatened to sue. 

Besides the money, scrambling for alter- 
nate daycare has been a challenge. 

“There’s an acute shortage, and I’m not 
even going to go into the expense,” said Su- 
san Stayna. 

Lewis was unreachable for comment. 


Tan says fresh fruits and vegetables con- 
tain pigments that have special disease-fight- 
ing nutrients that keep people healthy. In- 
spired by that idea. Tan will bring fruits and 
veggies for the kids and ask them to pick out 
their favorite colors. Each color will then be 
named for the child who picked it. So if a 
boy named David likes green apples, that 
color will become “David’s Green Apple.” 
Tan will then “match” those “natural” 
colors and fill a square on the mural that 
will be labeled “David’s Green Apple.” Na- 
ture Matching System — get it? 

“On my business card I call myself a 
‘provider’ rather than an ‘artist,’” Tan told 
The Brooklyn Paper. “I am providing the 
idea of art to people who want to contribute 
to the realization of my projects.” 

PS 307 Principal Roberta Davenport is 
pleased that her students will be involved in 
Tan’s latest project starting this Thursday. 

“Art is so important because children at that 
age have a creative instinct,” Davenport said. 
“And when they explore that intuition, it ex- 
cites their minds and inspires them to learn.” 
The mural, sponsored by the DUMBO Im- 
provement District and the Department of 
Transportation, should be up by mid-February. 


Marty: Probe Hill preschool 




Bask in the beauty of hair color that is up to 99% naturally derived* — infused 
with conditioning plant oils for shinier, healthier-looking color. Our formulas 

Nurture a new you — book an appointment today. 


AVEDA 



Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, | 
have the "Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, f 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-ApprovfflJ 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical montn^Sniealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


yf healing. 


Dr. Tony is recognized 

as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


I *0NLY $495 1 
j FOR DENTURE! j 

j Limited Time Offer j 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 


461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


Now Open in Brooklyn 


The Mac Support Store 

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

9-6 Weekdays 

718-312-8341 10-4 Saturday 

www.macsupportstore.com 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 rlnvrarp fi hmrrlino 

Aj 718 

1 ^ \\ 7 am-i 0 

L 


daycare & boarding 

222-4900 

yam-iOpm weekdays, 9atn-i0pm weekends 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 
web cams - watch your dogplay 
curbside pick up and drop off 


air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 
• multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



i-WINTER IS HERE-i 



AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


10% OFF 

ALL STORE MERCHANDISE 
. WITH THIS AD 


85 Court Street in d< 

Open 7 Days A Week • • 
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JEWELS BY SATN1 Ck 1|§§[ 

NEED CASH FAST??? 
SATNICK'S 

BUYS GOLD, DIAMONDS | 
AND WATCHES!!! 

jj| “ Highest Prices Paid” 

| Jewels by Satnick If 

187 State Street • (718) 852-1421 fj 


(between Court and Boerum) 

Store Hours: M-F 10 am to 6:30 pm, 
Saturday 11am to 5pm 

BUBO 

Brooklyn 's Most Trusted Jeweler!!! 

License #1272660 

)|00^JNiif:En states of America! 


4RF Cartridge UJorld 

Make a winter meal of 
Cartridge World's low prices) E 
Bring your printer Ink and laser cartridges 
back for seconds and SAVE, 

Save up to 50% M 

Call 718 554-1203 

go to www.cwdbklyn.com or 
visit us at 22 4 A Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn 


Reusing Is 
Recycling, 


LOOK GREAT. SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky ; O.D. 




9tfi Street OpticaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) 


(718) 965-2545 


We Print Stuff 

Vegetable Inks 
with Low VOCs 
Chemical-Free 

ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an enviromnentally-friendly 
boutique print bouse 

Postcards 

Catalogs 

+ 

Magazines 

718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 

Collateral 

www.rollingpress.com 

Etc. ttr 


- cife&sR*) - 


Harbor Motor Inn 



(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops in front) 


• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 

Phone: (718) 946-9200 

S Fax: (718) 266-0888 C8 


STAIR LIFTS 



FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 


DERMER 

PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

. 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Cleaner blamed for cleaning out 


POLICE BLOTTER 


PARK SLOPE 

A housecleaner has been 
blamed for stealing jewelry 
from a Sterling Place apartment 
on Dec. 18. 

A 37-year-old woman real- 
ized that her diamond and plat- 
inum earrings, worth $1500, had 
vanished from her apartment, 
which is between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, after a cleaning person 
had tidied her home. 

The woman, in subsequent 
days, discovered that two bottles 
of perfume, a Lucky Brand T- 
shirt and an iPod were also 
AWOL. 

The housecleaner has not yet 
been arrested. 

Crime partners 

A St. Johns Place man was 
robbed at gunpoint by a well-or- 
ganized duo on Jan. 6. 

The man with the revolver 
said, “Give me your money,” 
while his partner stood across the 
street, between Sixth and Sev- 
enth avenues, as a lookout. 

The victim forked over $20 
and his cellphone, and the ban- 
dits took off down the street at 
6:30 pm. 

Rough stuff 

A man roughed up a woman 
in a purse-snatching on Sixth Av- 
enue on Jan. 10. 

The thug came from behind 
and said, “Don’t scream and let 
go of the bag.” 

The woman did just that — 
and not only lost $500 in the 
process, but got a little banged 
up in the 9:30 pm attack between 
Sterling and Park places. 

She was taken to Long Island 
College Hospital for treatment of 
minor injuries. 

He knows 

Two gun-toting thugs robbed 
a man who had just withdrawn 
money from an ATM on Flat- 
bush Avenue on Jan. 6. 

One of the perps brandished 
the firearm at 11:30 pm, near the 
comer of Eighth Avenue, and said, 
“You know what this is.” The 37- 
year-old victim certainly did. 

He gave $400 to the crimi- 
nals, who ran away. 

After midnight 

A Fifth Avenue grocer was 
robbed just after midnight on Jan. 
11 by a man with a handgun. 

The hoodlum entered the 
nearly empty store, between 
Fourth and Fifth streets, and told 
the worker to “get in the back.” 

The perp then stole $500 from 
the register and fled. 

Gone in 60 secs 

The only sign that a woman’s 
car was parked near the comer of 
Fourth Avenue and President 
Street on Jan. 8 was the broken 
glass shimmering on the street 
the next morning. 

The last person to legally op- 
erate the woman’s 1997 Toyota 
Corolla was her daughter, who 
had borrowed it for the move to 
a new apartment. 

The daughter parked the vehi- 
cle at 1 1 pm, but it was gone at 
7:30 the next morning. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


DOWNTOWN / BOERUM 
HILL / B'KLYN HEIGHTS 

Carjacked 

A car and a motorcycle were 
stolen within hours of each other 
on Jan. 9. 

The motorcycle, a yellow 
Daytona worth $9,500, was 


parked by its owner on Pierre- 
pont Plaza near Cadman Plaza at 
around 3 pm. A mere two hours 
later, the man returned to discov- 
er his ride had disappeared. 

The car — a 1995 Chevy van 
probably worth less than the bike 
— was parked on Schermerhom 
Street near Clinton Street around 
noon. By 5 pm, the van had van- 
ished. 

Ladle violence 

A violent drunk attacked his 
neighbor with a ladle and bit off 
part of his thumb early in the 
morning on Jan. 13. 

It was an ordinary morning at 
the 30-year-old victim’s Albee 
Square apartment building near 
Willoughby Street when, abrupt- 
ly, another man who lives in the 
building stormed into the apart- 
ment, crashing through the door 
and swinging his ladle. 

The two struggled, and the 
drank bit the victim on the arm 
and hand, at one point biting off 
the tip of the man’s thumb. 

Fortunately, another resident 
helped restrained the angry alco- 
holic until police arrived, taking 
the man into custody and keep- 
ing the ladle as evidence. 

IKicked 

Some victims of robberies 
feel as if they have been kicked 
in the stomach, which was liter- 
ally true in the case of a woman 
riding the J train on Jan. 7. 

The 22-year-old was on a 
Brooklyn-bound train near the 
Lawrence Street station around 

her. Without a word, one of 
them kicked her in the midsec- 
tion and grabbed the brand-new 
iPhone from her hand. 

— Harry Cheadle 


76th Precinct 


CARROLL GARDENS/ 
COBBLE HILL / RED HOOK 

Heads up! 

An errant beer bottle hit a 
woman in the face in a Smith 
Street bar on Jan. 1. 

A fight broke out in the water- 
ing hole between Degraw and 
Sacked streets at 3:15 am and 
soon the scrap engulfed an inno- 
cent bystander. 

Out of the brawl flew a bottle 
that hit the 24-year-old victim 
above the eye, cutting her. She 
received medical attention. 

Oh Snapple! 

A deli order erupted into vio- 
lence at a Lorraine Street bodega 
on Jan. 9 

A man, recognized as a regular 


customer at the business between 
Columbia and Hicks streets, 
placed an order at the deli counter 
at 9:15 pm, but for reasons un- 
known to police, the transaction 
escalated into an argument. 

After the customer was heard 
yelling, “Don’t play with me!” 
he struck the sandwich-maker 
twice in the face with his Snap- 
ple bottle and then fled the store. 

The victim went to Long Is- 
land College Hospital to be treat- 
ed for a laceration on his lip. 

Saw it 


He ci 


te, he s: 


conquered. 

A burglar snatched a saw 
from parked truck and made a 
quick getaway on Jan. 4. 

The truck, owned by a local 
landscaping company, was 
parked at the comer of Henry 
Street and Third Place. At 3:30 
pm, a witness watched a white 
Chevy Impala pull up alongside 

A man exited the sedan, 
opened the track’s door and re- 
moved the saw, valued at $539. 
He hopped back in the Impala 
with two accomplices and sped 
off. — Mike McLaughlin 


BAY RIDGE/ 

DYKER HEIGHTS 

Sweepscam 

A 64-year-old Bay Ridge man 
is the latest victim of a wide- 
spread Canadian-based sweep- 

Police say the man received a 
letter at his Fourth Avenue apart- 
ment claiming to be from “Citi 
Financial” on Nov. 22 announc- 
ing his winnings of $315,000. 

Before he would be eligible to 
claim his total winnings, the let- 
ter advised him, he would first 
have to cover the taxes and in- 
structed him to send money to an 
address in Canada. 

The man, who lives near 95th 
Street, sent two checks totaling 
$3,470 to the address — and 
hasn’t heard back. 

Double dip 

Police are investigating two 
robberies that occurred on the 
same block of Bay Ridge Av- 
enue on Jan. 11. 

The first occurred at 10:30 am, 
when a thief stole $5,000 from a 
22-year-old man’s apartment be- 
tween Ninth and 10th avenues. 

Six hours later, someone 
broke into a 36-year-old man’s 
apartment by breaking through a 
rear window. After leaving mud- 
dy footprints around the place, 


JMH Twn piinmpn 

storm warehouse 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two gun-toting bandits 
raked in $9,600 from a 
heist in a Seabring Street 
warehouse on Jan. 5. 

At 2:10 pm, the thieves, 
each wearing a blue mask, 
entered New Lian Trading 
between Van Brunt and 
Richards streets, and imme- 
diately drew three firearms. 

The seven employees — 
five men and two women — 


were led to an upstairs office 
and bound with plastic 
handcuffs in a scene straight 
out of Red Hook’s darker 

What the hooligans actu- 
ally said during the raid has 
been lost in translation, be- 
cause the besieged workers 
do not understand English 
well. 

The cuffed workers gave 
up a total of $9,600 to the 
robbers. No one was injured. 
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CAUGHT! 


Mugger is collared 
after P’Park West purse snatch 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A teen who allegedly robbed a woman on 
Fifth Street near Prospect Park was chased 
down and collared on Jan. 6, but his accom- 
plice got away. 

The two hooligans took their victim’s purse 
as she headed towards Prospect Park West 
around 10:30 pm. Once they got possession of 
her pocketbook they fled into the park. 

Twenty minutes later — with the help of the 
startled victim — cops nabbed their suspect in- 
side the park near Fifth Street. His accomplice 
was not found. 

Hours later, the victim posted her horrifying 
story on the Web site, “Only the Blog Knows 
Brooklyn.” 

“I had passed these two kids when I was 
walking home from the 2 subway at Grand 
Army Plaza,” she wrote. “They must have dou- 
bled back, and followed me . . . but since there 
were plenty of people around, I felt OK.” 

That feeling of relative safety changed 
abmptly when she noticed that the “kids” were 
following her. 

“All I could think of was I needed to get to my 
door as soon as possible,” she wrote. “I took my 
keys and my cellphone out of my bag. They came 
up on my stoop, I heard them and turned around, 
and then they backed me up against my door, 
pulled my coat, telling me to give them the bag. 

“All I could think of was that they were going 
to drag me somewhere. The smaller of the two 
grabbed my bag, and they both ran into the park. 


I started screaming for people to help me. My 
downstairs neighbor and one of my other neigh- 
bors ran into the park after them, and a bunch of 
other people came out. My roommate and this 
other woman called the cops [who] came right 
away. They asked me to get in the car, and we 
were going to drive into the park to see if I could 
identify them if found.” 

Thanks to the woman’s help, cops did end up 
nabbing one of the thugs. 

“The cops . . . asked me if that was one of 
them, I looked at his face, and immediately 
knew it was him,” she said. “He denied it, of 
course, but the cop told me that when they got 
him, he had obviously been running [and] was 
pretty winded. It was pretty satisfying knowing 
that I could identify him, say, ‘Yes, that’s one of 
them,’ and that hopefully he’ll be put away.” 

But the arrest offered little consolation to the 
victim, who lost a camera and credit and debit 
cards in the attack. “Although they didn’t hurt 
me, I still feel violated,” she said. “Although 
they got one of them. I’m still scared.” 

There has been a spate of muggings around 
Prospect Park in the past few weeks, but last 
week’s victim is cooperating with authorities 
and urging neighbors to do the same. 

“Hopefully, these two are the ones who have 
been mugging other woman in the neighborhood 
and that there aren’t more of them out there,” 
she said. “If this has happened to you recently, 
you should call the officer on your case, and tell 
them that you heard that someone had been ar- 
rested for a similar crime.” 


the thief exited through the front 
door — making off with two 
cellphones, two Rolex watches 
and $10,000. 

Bars none 

A 72nd Street man discovered 
on Jan. 9 that even security bars 
over a window are no match for 
a determined thief. 

Cops say someone pried the 
protective bars off the 35-year-old 
man’s bedroom window to gain 
access to his apartment, which is 
between 12th to 13th avenues. 

The thief was long gone with 
various pieces of jewelry by the 
time the victim returned home at 
2 pm, police said. 

Account low 

A 26-year-old 79th Street man 
was the victim of identify theft 
after someone made an unautho- 
rized withdrawal of $9,000 from 
his bank account on Jan 9. 

Police say the thief used in- 
formation stolen from the man’s 
home to withdraw the money. 

Laptops stolen 

Two laptops valued at $2,100 
were stolen from an Ovington 
Avenue apartment on Jan. 10. 

Police said the robber broke 
the lock of the apartment, which 
is located between 12th and 13th 
avenues, sometime after its 30- 
year-old resident left at 5:30 am. 

Airbagged 

A man who had parked his 
Honda near the comer of 86th 
Street and Dahlgren Place had a 
hard time moving his car after a 
someone stole the steering wheel 
in broad daylight on Jan. 8. 

Police say a thief smashed the 
window of the 2004 car at 1:30 
pm, taking the wheel and an 
airbag worth over $1,000. 

Lock the doors! 

This is Brooklyn, so it’s no 
shame to lock one’s doors. 

That’s what one 25-year-old 
man learned on Jan. 9 after a 
thief stole $1,500 from his un- 
locked apartment, which is on 
63th Street near 1 1th Avenue. 

— Joe Jordan 


77th Precinct ■ 88th Precinct 


PROSPECT HEIGHTS 

Stinky fish 

A thief made off with a 
woman’s wallet while she was 
dining at a Flatbush Avenue su- 
shi restaurant on Jan. 13. 

The 48-year-old woman im- 
mediately canceled her credit 
cards, but discovered sometime 
after the 5 pm theft that the thief 
had already used them to buy 
transit cards near the restaurant, 
which is near Park Place. 

Double crime 

A thief stole a woman’s purse 
and used her identification card 
to locate and burglarize her 
home of nearly $1,700 in valu- 
ables on Jan. 12. 

The double trouble began 
around 5 pm when the 40-year- 
old woman’s purse was snatched 
off the back of her chair while she 
was eating at a diner on Eastern 
Parkway near Underhill Avenue. 

The woman found her purse in 
a nearby park — but her keys, 
cellphone and wallet were miss- 
ing. When she returned home, she 
discovered thief had entered 
through the front door and made 
off with two laptops, a cellphone 
and several hundred dollars. 

Petty cops 

Two men were arrested on 
Jan. 13 after police discovered 
handcuffs and a police baton in 
their car during a traffic stop of a 
2001 Impala, at 1:20 pm. The 
men had been stopped for failing 
to signal for a turn at Dean Street 
and Grand Avenue. 

Granny beating 

Two men mugged a 76-year- 
old woman for $540 as she made 
her way to a doctor’s appoint- 


The v 




r the 


Eastern Parkway Brooklyn Mu- 
seum 3-train station at around 
noon when the men attacked 
from behind and held her down. 

— Chris Cascarano 


FT GREENE / CLINTON HILL 

Special delivery 

A perp posing as a UPS deliv- 
eryman gained entrance to an 
apartment on Washington Aven- 
ue near Lafayette Avenue on Jan. 
7 and attempted to force the resi- 
dent to empty his bank account, 
but the resourceful victim es- 
caped after losing only $4. 

The 24-year-old victim was 
expecting a package, so when 
the perp identified himself as a 
deliveryman, he buzzed him in. 

the apartment door, the crook 
’ for “Mike,” who was the 


liveryman” 

black and dia not, m tact, nave a 
package — and told the perp to 

At that point, the perp decided 
to drop the disguise and forced 
his way inside, claiming to have 
a gun. He demanded money, and 
the victim handed over $4, then 
opened his empty wallet to dem- 
onstrate he wasn’t a good person 

Undeterred, the robber no- 
ticed an ATM card and pushed 
the man outside so they could go 
to a cash machine. At the comer 
of Lafayette Avenue, however, 
the victim — perhaps wondering 
if this guy really had a gun — 
ducked into a building, and the 
crook decided to cut and ran. 

Young thieves 

A woman taking money to the 
bank was robbed by a herd of 
kids on Fulton Street near Ash- 
land Place on Jan. 1 1 . 

The 30-year-old had $430 in 
an envelope when she passed 
through a crowd of teenagers. 
She felt a tug on her bag, and a 
few moments later, she realized 
that her money had been stolen. 

She told cops that she could 
not describe any of the kids, nor 
did she know which one of them 
was a juvenile pickpocket. 

See POLICE on page 16 


NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 

APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT 

Pratt Area Community Council is pleased to announce that applications are now 
being accepted for 38 affordable housing rental apartments now under construction 
at 15 Quincy Street in the Clinton Hill section of Brooklyn. This building is being 
constructed through the Inclusionary Affordable Housing Program of the City of New 
York’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development. The size, rent and 
targeted income distribution for the 38 apartments are as follows: 


$599 

$599 


$23,960 - $29,588 
$23,960 - $29,588 


Qualified applicants will be required to meet income and family size guidelines and 
additional selection criteria. Applications may be requested in 3 ways: 1) By mail, 
by writing to: Quincy 15, c/o PACC, 201 Dekalb Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11205. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope with your request. 2) By internet: you 
can download an application from our website: www.prattarea.org, click ‘Available 
Affordable Homes and Apartments’. 3) In person: you can stop by our offices at 201 
Dekalb Avenue or 1224 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn. Completed applications must 
be returned by regular mail only (no priority, certified, registered, express or 
overnight mail will be accepted) to a post office box number, or its equivalent, 
that will be listed with the application, and must be postmarked by February 19, 
2008. Applications postmarked after February 19, 2008 will be set aside for possible 
future consideration. Applications will be selected by lottery; applicants who submit 
more than one application will be disqualified. Preference will be given to New York 
City residents. Current and eligible residents of Brooklyn Community Board 2 will 
receive preference for 50% of the units. Eligible households that include persons with 
mobility impairments will receive preference for 5% of the units; eligible households 
that include persons with visual and/or hearing impairments will receive preference 
for 2% of the units; and eligible City of New York Municipal Employees will receive 
a 5% preference. 
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No Brokers Fee. No Application Fee. 
MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG , Mayor 
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Navy Yard supermarket on 
hold as feds consider ‘Row’ 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A plan to tear down 10 historic 
houses at the Brooklyn Navy Yard and 
replace them with a supermarket has 
been delayed indefinitely thanks to a 
decision by federal officials to review 
whether the dilapidated 150-year-old 
mansions can be saved. 

“There is absolutely no way we can 
give any sort of end date at all . . . there is 
no mandated time limit,” said Kristin 
Leahy, the manager of the National 
Guard Bureau Cultural Resources Pro- 
gram, which is investigating the man- 
sions’ historical integrity — to the frus- 


tration of those eager to see the run-down 
buildings tom down. 

Leahy said the earliest that she could 
hold a meeting with the city, area residents 
and preservationists is March. And that 
meeting would be just the first of a series. 

Admirals Row, which overlooks 
Flushing Avenue near Navy Street, sits 
on six acres of federally owned land in 
the otherwise city-controlled Navy Yard. 

The National Guard wants to sell the 
land, and according to local law, must 
give the city first dibs. But because of the 
houses’ historic significance, the Guard 
must also go through an arduous public 
comment and historic review process. 

“I’m disappointed,” said Council- 


woman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene), a 
proponent of the supermarket proposal. 

“We’re trying to expedite the process,” 
added James. “[And] we’ve been in 
touch with some federal elected officials 
[to help do that].” 

The Navy Yard’s proposal is popular in 
the surrounding community, particularly 
among residents of the Farragut, Ingersoll 
and Whitman public housing projects, 
who have litde access to fresh produce. 

“Saving historic homes may be signif- 
icant to some people, but to the people 
who live in a neighborhood that doesn’t 
have easy access to fresh fruits and veg- 
etables, it is of much less importance,” 
Ed Brown, the president of the Ingersoll 


Tenants Association, recently said in a 
letter to The Brooklyn Paper. 

Even so, neighboring and city preser- 
vationists argue that the houses should 
be rehabilitated, and are pleased that the 
federal government is taking its respon- 
sibilities seriously. 

“I think they’ve handled themselves 
well,” said Scott Witter, a Clinton Hill 
artist and one of the most outspoken op- 
ponents of the city’s plans. 

Simeon Bankoff, another opponent of 
the city’s plan and the executive director 
of the Historic Districts Council, agreed, 
saying that the National Guard’s deliber- 
ate approach has convinced him that 
there would not be “a rush to judgment.”. 



To bolster their case that the 150-year-old houses on Admirals Row should be restored, 
preservationists have been showing off Lucy Sikes's renderings of what they may have once 
looked like. Today, the houses are a tumbledown mess, and the Brooklyn Navy Yard wants to 
finish the job and put up a supermarket. 



*1 Hurst pulls out big guns vs. trash site 


By Noah Zuss 
and Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Opponents of a city plan to 
put a garbage-transfer station 
along Gravesend Bay have 
new ammunition in their fight 
— actual ammunition that 
they say is sitting underwater. 

Assemblyman William Col- 
ton (D-Gravesend) has been 
fighting the city’s plan for a 
e-transfer station for i 






- but n 
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Assemblyman William Colton is so upset about a plan to put a waste-transfer station in Ben- 
sonhurst that he now claims he's discovered unexploded ammunition in Gravesend Bay. 


pulling out the biggest gun yet, 
claiming that unexploded ord- 
nance just offshore could deto- 
nate if the city dredges to ac- 


commodate larger, garbage- 
hauling boats 

He blasted as “completely 
insufficient” the city’s environ- 
mental assessment of the site, 
which would be at the Marine 
Basin Marina, on Shore Park- 
way at the foot of 26th Avenue. 

Indeed, the city’s study of the 
area did not unearth what 
Colton says his staff discovered 
— namely, that on March 6, 
1954, an ammunition barge 
sank in the bay, releasing its ex- 
plosive contents. 

By January of the next year, 
400 of the estimated 14,460 un- 
exploded anti-aircraft shells re- 
mained in Gravesend Bay, ac- 


cording to press accounts from 
the era. 

Colton said one of his 
staffers called William Kirk, 
who was then a seaman on the 
barge — and Kirk corroborated 
the story of the sunken ammo. 

Reached by telephone at his 
Pensacola, Florida home this 
week, the now-retired Kirk told 
The Brooklyn Paper that 
“dredging could definitely 
cause some live shells to ex- 

But the Department of Sani- 
tation disagrees. 

“We see no relationship be- 
tween Colton’s allegations and 
the proposed Southwest Brook- 


lyn Marine Transfer Station,” 
the agency said in a statement. 
“The Navy located and recov- 
ered the lost shells [in 1955]. 
The site where the shells were 
recovered is two miles away 
from the transfer station and 
does not impact this project.” 

It’s certainly not the first 
time Colton has set his sights 
on the waste-transfer station. 
Last year, he sought to block 
the station by claiming that 
dredging the bay would release 
pollutants and kill fish. 

Over the summer, he even 
led a flotilla of boats to protest 
the transfer station. 

Nonetheless, the City Coun- 


DeBlasio: Make companies recycle e-waste 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The City Council is on the verge 
of requiring electronics manufactur- 
ers to pick up their computers, video 
games and TV sets when consumers 
are done with them, but the mayor 
has signaled his opposition on the 
grounds that the goal, however laud- 
able, is unattainable. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Cobble Hill) unveiled the bill on 
Monday, his solution to the 25,000 


two heart attacks 


tons of televisions, computers and oth- 
er electronics that New Yorkers dump 
every year, according to data from the 
Natural Resources Defense Council. 

Such so-called “e-waste” leaks 
nasty pollutants like lead and mercury 
into the ground when computer moni- 
tors, printers and other rubbish deteri- 

“Toxins like lead and mercury pose 
a serious threat to our environment if 
they aren’t disposed of properly,” De- 
Blasio said. 

The bill — which has wide support 


in the Council and was partially writ- 
ten by the NRDC — would force 
manufacturers to recycle an increasing 
percentage of the electronics sold in 
the city. By 2018, electronics makers 
would have to recycle 65 percent of 
their annual sales. 

Consumers would have to partici- 
pate, too, because it would be illegal 
to discard their e-waste with regular 
garbage. 

The companies themselves would 
be left to figure out how to collect and 
recycle their leftover products. They 


might organize curbside pickup or 
drop-off sites for the old and unwant- 
ed televisions, laptops and MP3 play- 
ers. They would also have to handle 
the dust-covered Wangs, TRS-80s and 
Commodore 64s, thanks to a provi- 
sion in the bill that covers defunct 
manufacturers. 

This week, Mayor Bloomberg 
honed in on what he believes is the 
bill’s weak spot: the 65-percent recy- 
cle rate. 


trarily and do not rely on any mean- 
ingful data,” said mayoral spokesman 
Jason Post. “With the arbitrary man- 
dates removed, we would support the 
bill.” 

But the bill’s drafters say the man- 
date of eventually recycling 65 per- 
cent of electronic waste is the crucial 
mechanism to spur innovation. 

“This is the best way to encourage 
manufacturers to design products that 
are less toxic in the first place,” said 
Kate Sinding, senior attorney for the 
NRDC. 


And despite Hizzoner’s opposition, 
Apple, the darling of the personal 
technology market, testified in favor 
of the bill at a Council hearing on 
Monday. 

If DeBlasio ’s bill becomes law, the 
city would join nine states — includ- 
ing New Jersey and Connecticut — 
with electronic recycling laws on the 
books. In those states, electronics pro- 
ducers pay the government an annual 
fee to have their products recycled. 

The risk there, of course, is that the 
fee is passed onto the consumer. 


cil approved the station when it 
passed the mayor’s solid-waste 
plan last year. All that’s needed 
now is a sign-off from the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 

Colton’s explosive press 
conference on Tuesday came 
hours before the final state 
hearing on the transfer station. 

And state officials heard a 
lot. 

“We’re all working people, 
and this is causing so many 
problems,” said Vincent Pra- 
porto, a local activist and resi- 
dent. 

“And now with the bomb- 
shells being found in the 
ground, it’s a mess.” 

Along with the specter of 
live ammunition, the problems 
of traffic noises and road trou- 
bles will be catastrophic, others 

“These heavy trucks will 
tear up the streets,” said 
Michelle Weiss, who has been 
a Bath Avenue resident for 30 

“When do we sleep, now 
with the added trucks the noise, 
it is going to be so bad.” 

Local elected officials 
agreed with the residents, stat- 
ing the pollutants have been 
dumped at the site since its in- 
ception. 

“They were simply dumping 
toxic ash on conveyer belts that 
would run outside in the open,” 
said Colton. 


fourteen surgeries 
seven blood clots 
leg amputation 


Cigarette smoking 
is killing Skip Legault. 

Don't let it kill you. 

Quit Now. 


Call for FREE help, 
patches*, gum or lozenges. 

NYS Smokers' Quitline 

1-866-NY-QUITS 

(1-866-697-8487) 
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+3 Months Free 
No Initiation Fee 

JOIN NOW FOR MEMBERSHIP THROUGH MAY 1, 2009 FOR THE PRICE OF ONE YEAR 

membership fee is paid in advance, valid only for new individual members. 

Offer ends January 31 


*most smokers qualify 

New York State Department of Health 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 AD AMS STRE ET 718 330-0007 
PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY 718 789-4600 
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Oh So Feisty One reaches 'middle' age 


T he middle school mo- 
ment of truth is just 
around the comer. 

Sort of. 

In the next month or so, 
Smartmom, Hepcat, and the Oh 
So Feisty One will have to fill 
out OSFO’s application to mid- 
dle school. 

Da da da dummmmmm. 
Since the fall, they’ve been 
attending middle school open 
houses and tours. 

OSFO keeps tabs on Smart- 
mom’s progress. She’s con- 
vinced that she isn’t doing 
enough to facilitate the process. 


“Have you made appoint- 
ments at all the schools?” 
OSFO asks frequently. “Isn’t 
there somewhere else we 
should be looking?” 

Smartmom explains to her 
that they are only looking at 
public schools. 

“Is Berkeley Carroll public 
or private? How about Poly 
Ptep?” 

Obviously, middle school is 
the talk of the playground — 
and the source of great anxiety 
for kids and parents alike. 

In preparation for that big 
decision, the Smartmom Three 


SMART 
mom 

By Louise Crawford 

(the whole family minus Teen 
Spirit) toured New Voices Mid- 
dle School on 18th Street be- 
tween Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues and got a really detailed 
sense of the place from the 
charismatic principal, Frank 
Giordana, who took them 


around. His shirt was 
lavender, the same 
color as the walls of 
the school. 

Giordana prides 
himself on knowing 
the names of all the 
children in the school 
and seems to have created a cozy 
and nurturing learning environ- 

It’s also a very creative 
place, where the arts are consid- 
ered an important component of 
academic life. All sixth graders 
are required to take dance, dra- 


ma, fine art, graphic design, and 
music. In seventh and eighth 
grade, they are required to spe- 
cialize. 

OSFO liked the idea that 
she’d have a chance to sample a 
variety of artistic disciplines. 
MS 51, another school she is 
considering, requires that you 

the arts and stick with it for 
three years. 

It’s hard to imagine that a 
fifth grader would be prepared 
to make that kind of decision. 

Walking back to Third Street 
after the tour, Smartmom knew 


better than to ask OSFO what 
she thought of the school. Sure, 
part of her just wanted to just 
blurt out, “So, is New Voices a 
top contender?” 

But she knew that OSFO 
would bite her head off. A girl 
needs time to process her own 
thoughts. 

P oor OSFO. She has to 
leave a school where 
she’s been comfortable 
and happy since kindergarten 
and make a choice about some- 
thing strange and new. 

By the time the Smartmom 
Three got to 16th Street and 



Park Slope kids authors 
kick butt at convention 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slope children’s writ- 
ers swept — well, almost — 
the award ceremony at the 
American Library Association 
convention on Monday night. 

The top award — the Calde- 
cott gold medal — went to Bri- 
an Selznick for his book, “The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret,” 
while Selznick’s Slope neigh- 
bor Mo Willems earned the sil- 
ver for “Knuffle Bunny Too: A 
Case of Mistaken Identity,” the 
follow up to his 2005 “caution- 


ary tale” about a girl, her bunny 
and a now-famous Park Slope 
washing machine. 

The Caldecott medal — 
which is basically the Pulitzer 
Prize and Oscar award of the 
kids book business — is award- 
ed annually to the author of the 
best illustrated kids book. 

It’s Selznick’s first gold, 
though he won Caldecott hon- 
ors in 2002. 

He hadn’t noticed the Park 
Slope sweep. 

“Well, if there’s something in 
the water, I’ll keep drinking it,” 
said Selznick. “But seriously, I 


never thought I’d win with a 
550-page book about an orphan 
and French film director 
Georges Melies.” 

Of course, Willems’s name 
and the word “Caldecott” are 
interchangeable at this point. He 
won Caldecott honors for the 
first “Knuffle Bunny,” and won 
honors a year earlier with his 
seminal work, “Don’t Let the 
Pigeon Drive the Bus.” 

Also at the Monday ceremo- 
ny in Philadelphia, Willems 
earned the Theodor Seuss 
Geisel Award for his forthcom- 
ing “There is a Bird on Your 


Jail MS is sentenced to death 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The controversial proposal 
to put a public middle school 
in die soon-to-reopen Brooklyn 
House of Detention was killed 
on Monday amid outrage after 
the plan was first reported in 
The Brooklyn Paper. 

But left unanswered in the 
confusion about the idea was a 
central question: Whose idea 
was it in the first place? 

Just as a great idea has many 
mothers, this bad idea appears to 
be an orphan. 


No one who attended a Ian. 2 
meeting of elected officials, 
neighborhood groups and the 
Department of Correction was 
willing to confess to first broach- 
ing the idea for a public school 
at the Atlantic Avenue jail. 

The Department of Correc- 
tion denied Commissioner Mar- 
tin Horn came up with the 
scheme. And Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights), 
who was enthusiastic about the 
idea at the meeting, did not re- 
turn several calls for comment. 

Staffers from other elected of- 
ficials also told The Brooklyn 


Paper that they didn’t dream up 
the doomed proposition. 

Before the middle-school-in- 
a-jail plan officially died, a 
handful of residents rallied 
against the proposal on Sunday. 

“If ever you wanted to plant 
in the minds of our youth that 
the government just doesn’t care 
about them, this is certainly 
the right approach,” said Tony 
Herbert from Fort Greene. 

Despite killing the school 
plan, city officials still plan on 
reopening the Brooklyn House 
of Detention — and doubling its 
750-inmate capacity. 


TTTTOIISANK 

A Comprehensive Tetorial Service 

Study Skills 

. — 

Regents Exams 

T ~~ 

Homework Help 


Subject Expertise 


SAT/SATII Prep 

S 

Get The Edge - Start Early 

rr - 

www.tutors-ink.com 212.594.4730 718.941.0541 
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SOLUTION - FOCUSED 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


• Gentle and Caring Psychotherapy 
• Focus on Personal Strengths, Goals and Solutions. Effective fc 
all types of emotional, behavioral and relationship challenges. 


STEVEN KATZ, LCSW I 917-922-4983 

2? 25 Years of Counseling Experience I steven.n.katz@gmflil.coin 



Brooklyn 
Fencing 
Center 


• Private Lessons 

• Summer Camps 



JIU00S 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

1 2-4 year old programs 
1 Licensed teachers 


I 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


Spacious Classrooms 
Enriched Curriculum 
Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


I Optimal educational equipment 
I Exclusive outdoor facilities 
I Indoor Gym facilities 


FENCING BIRTHDIW PRCHRG€S! [ 


62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) * (718)522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklynFencing.com 


Marriage Need a Tune-Up? 

I can show you how to: 

• use the techniques that (research 
shows) help relationships last. 

• make sure that your partner 
understands what's on your mind. 

• separate the past from the 
present in the relationship. 

• create realistic expectations for 
resolving those ongoing, touchy issues. 

•evaluate what the commitment to 
new, promising behaviors would require. 

Mastering These Basics Is the Key To ft Successful Marriage 

Joan Emerson, PhD • (718) 499-0373 

Licensed Psychologist & Couples Specialist 
www.joanemerson.com 



FRIENDS • CLIQUES • PARENTS • COLLEGE • 


CAN YOU TALK WITH YOUR CHILD 
ABOUT PERSONAL ISSUES? 

HAVE YOUR DAUGHTER JOIN 

WINDSOR TERRACE 
TEENAGE CENTER 

9th & 10th grades and 1 1th & 12th grades 

Come to a safe place to talk about what's on your mind, 
including relationships, friends, body image, sex and drugs. 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

MARSHA BLANK, LCSW 

20 Years Experience helping teenagers and their families. 
718-965-2817 phone/fax 
email: parentserv@verizon.net 


FRIENDS • CLIQUES • PARENTS • COLLEGE • 


DILIGENT PIANO SERVICE 

Tuning - Regulntinn - Vnicing ■ Reasonable Prices 
Jazz & Classical Lessons for Adults & 
Children also available. 


Call M 


Private Investigation 


FIND ANYONE 

ANYWHERE 

£ if E complete 
500 PRICE 
YS Licensed Private Investigate 

(718)318-4393 


Seventh Avenue, OSFO did 
seem willing to share. She said 
that she liked the school, but 
thought it might be a little far 
away from the apartment. 

She wondered if any of her 
friends would be going there. 
Obviously, she doesn’t want to 
make the transition from PS 
321 to middle school alone. 

Finally, she asked about 
lunch. She’s gotten used to go- 
ing out to lunch every day with 
her friends at PS 321 . 

“They don’t let any of the 
kids out of their sight,” Smart- 
r told her. 


“Youm 


;ngo 


Head!” 

And rounding out the distin- 
guished field, Jackie Woodson 
got a Newbery silver medal for 
her book, “Feathers.” 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 

To advertise, call 
(718) 834-9350 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


■ Pys&'y* 


• Treasure Hunts and More! 

CaCC ^Rebecca 
( 347 ) 385-6705 


EARN $200 A WEEK 
HOSTING INT'L STUDENTS 

If you have an empty bedroom, near 
subway, good neighborhood. 

Email: studentservices@geosnyc.com 
or call Josh (646) 674-1621 


t get something to eat?” 
OSFO inquired somewhat in- 
credulously. 

“That’s weird.” 

So geography, friends and 
lunch seemed to be OSFO’s 
main concerns about her future 
education. That seemed about 
right to Smartmom. 

The three of them walked 
down Seventh Avenue and 
avoided the topic of middle 
school altogether. Mum’s the 
word unless OSFO brings it up 
— the subject is fraught with so 
much anxiety for everyone. 

Will she get into the right 


school? Will she be happy 
there? Will she do well? Where 
will she go to high school? 

“How about we get some- 
thing to eat?” Smartmom asked 
as they passed Grab, the gour- 
met shop on Seventh Avenue 
near 14th Street that had some 
delectable looking pastries in 
the window. 

But OSFO seemed eager to 
get back to her fifth-grade 
teachers and classmates at PS 
321, the place where she be- 

Who wouldn’t be in a msh to 
get back to the tried and true? 
The future is a giant white piece 
of paper with not even a stray 
number two pencil mark on it. 

Smartmom looked at her 
precious child with the long 
brown hair, skinny jeans, and 
Uggs and felt an outpouring of 
love and empathy. How would 
you feel if you were being 
asked to leap into the un- 

No doubt, she’s up for the 
task. In some ways, she’s ready 
and raring to go. 

But still, change is never 
easy. Even for OSFO. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
"Only the Blog Knows Brooklyn. 


FAMILY CALENDAR 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 



Kids can have fun, and learn about art, at hand's-on 
workshops at the Brooklyn Museum both this and 
next weekend. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 1 9 Jay St., at Front Street in 


WEDNESDAY, JAN. 23 


Prospect Heights). Fr 
(718) 638-5000 for in 

’d 

SL 

I Street in Park Slope). $8, 
s. Call (718) 965-3391 for 


class. Brooklyn Botanical 
Garden (1000 Washington 
tery Street i 




Montgomery 


all (718) 


623-7220 for info. 

Noon: "Animal Tricksters" 
class. Brower Park library 
branch (725 St. Marks Ave., at 
Nostrand Avenue in Crown 
Heights). Free. Call (718) 735- 
4400 for info. 

1-3 pr 


Flatbush Avenue and Empire 
Boulevard). Free. Call (718) 
789-2822 for info. 

1 pm: Kid's Martin Luther King 
Day Celebration. Brooklyn 

(Eastern Parkway at Flatbush 

Prospect Heights). Free. Call 
(718) 230-2100 for info. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 20 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 

"Cinderella." See Saturday, Jan. 


Stf^Bens 3 " 911 


THURSDAY, JAN. 24 

2:30 pm: Storytelling for kids. 
Brooklyn Museum (200 Eastern 

in Prospect Heights). Free. Call 
(718) 735-4400 for info. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 25 

9:30 am: Family playtime and 
storytelling. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange (421 Fifth Ave., at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope) $20 
per family. Call (718) 832-0018 

SATURDAY, JAN. 26 


Fogarty. Plymouth Church 
Gymnasium (75 Hicks St., at 
Orange Street in Brooklyn 


la." See Saturday, Je 


"Cinde 

SUNDAY, JAN. 27 

1 pm: Class on trains and trol- 
leys. Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center (on the hill near the 
Myrtle Avenue and Washington 

: I . . .. ; . : I : 


i and 2 | 


pm: Kk 


ail Calendar@BrooklynPaper.i 


There is no Jewish experience more powerful than 
overnight summer camp. 

And we'll help pay for it. 

Congregation B'nai Avraham has been selected to participate in an exciting opportunity ■ UJA-Federation of New 
York's 2008 Campership Program, which offers stipends for families who would like to send their children to a 
Jewish overnight camp. 

Children attending a Jewish camp for the first time can receive $1,250. 

Those attending camp for the second time can receive $750. The program is not based on need; there are no 
economic criteria. 

To be eligible, your child must reside in New York City or Nassau, Suffolk, or Westchester counties ond be 
between the ages of 8 and 1 6 as of June 1 , 2008. 

For a listing of the nearly 1 40 eligible camps, visit www.iewishcnmping.org. 

Please contact Rabbi Aaron Raskin for more information: 
Email: ravraskin@aol.com 
Phone: (718) 596-4840, ext 1 1 

Congregation Bnai Avraham 
1 1 7 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 
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BAD BREAK: 


Freak accident fells Editor of the Year 


Is there an 
awards curse? 

I want to be very clear: This 
was NOT a skiing accident. 
Yes, I was in Vermont. Yes, 
I was on ice. And yes, I broke 
my ankle. But this was not a 
skiing accident. 

I was in a parking lot. I 
slipped. The left leg got caught 
underneath my considerable 
Gersh — and the rest is injury. 

It all happened so quickly: 
One minute, I’m winning an 
award from a national newspa- 
per association (did you hear? 
I’m editor of the year! Insert 
one of my incessant self-pro- 
motional quotes here), the next 
minute, I’m lying on my back 
wondering if I’ll ever walk 

Two days later — after walk- 
ing again (and again and again, 
which wasn’t such a smart idea) 
— I went to the emergency 
room at New York Methodist 
Hospital to get two pieces of 
bad news: the ankle was broken 
in two places and I was an idiot 
to have spent the whole week- 


I THE BROOKLYN 

EEZZEIII 

end walking around on it. 

“You must have the highest 
threshold of pain I’ve ever 
seen,” said Carina Loscalzo, the 
physicians assistant who took 
the now-legendary X-ray (pic- 
tured) and cared for me in the 
Methodist ER on Sunday night. 

I assured her that she was 
wrong (I cry during haircuts). 

Yes, I may be editor of the 
year, but I’m no Christopher 

You remember Reeve, the 
“Superman” star who became a 
paraplegic after falling off his 
horse — he was a guy who ex- 
hibited heroism and guts every 

Since my accident, I have 
done nothing but exhibit self- 
pity and bile (ask my wife — if 
she has a minute to talk in be- 
tween caring for three kids: my 
daughter, my son and me). 

Yet, in one sense, I’m a role 
model (“Hey, kids, don’t break 
your ankle. It really sucks! I had 


half of my pinky ampu- 
tated when I was 6 — 
and I haven’t missed it 
for a minute. But losing 
an ankle? That’s a killer. 
Believe me, take drugs, drop 
out of school, have unprotected 
sex, but do not break your an- 
kle. It’s the worst!”). 

And hobbling around has al- 
lowed me to appreciate all the 
things I once took for granted, 
like the ability to make a bus, 
walk 10 steps without cough- 
ing up a lung, or enjoy the 
smile of a small child running 
down the street (now it’s “Get 
away from me, kid! Watch out 
for the leg!”). 

T hat said, people on the 
street have been so kind 
to me as I’ve hobbled 
along. They’ve gotten out of the 
way. They’ve gawked sympa- 
thetically. And apparently, my 
broken ankle is an open invita- 
tion for complete strangers to 
unburden themselves of then- 
own personal injury sagas. 

“Get used to it!” one man 
told me. “I had a broken ankle 
and I was on crutches for a 



The break in Gersh's ankle can clearly be seen even without 
magnification, but enjoy the blow-up for all the gristly action. 


Another man told me that af- 
ter I heal, my ankle will be feel- 
ing weather changes six hours 
before they happen. 

I have even started enjoying 
the bus commute. 

Having been forced to es- 
chew the subway (there’s no 
way I can make it down those 
stairs with those crutches and 
my popgun biceps), I’ve been 
taking the B69 between DUM- 
BO and Park Slope. Unlike the 
subway, everyone seems to 
know each other on the bus — 
it’s like a rolling party instead 
of a sardine can. 

B ut I miss my ankle. I miss 
his curvy bulge. I miss 
his little limp. I miss his 
little sarcastic snap in the morn- 
ing. 

Get well, soon, little guy. No, 
really, get well soon. 

Kuntzman's ankle is expected 
to be in a cast for five more 
weeks. Will he be free of this pa- 
pier-mache prison in time to col- 
lect his Editor of the Year award 
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, 
on Feb. 21? Watch for updates. 
In the meantime, sympathy cards 
and fruit baskets can be sent to 
The Brooklyn Paper. 


Catholic Schools 
— Week — 



JANUARY 27 - FEBRUARY 2 

Explore the mission of Catholic schools: providing a 
faith-based education that supports the whole child 
academically and spiritually, and 
preparing students for future success. 


OUR LADY OF ANGELS 


OPEN HOUSE 


Sunday Jan. 27th 10am- 12pm 
Tuesday Jan. 29th 9am- 12pm 
Thursday Jan. 31st 9am-llam 


84 Years of Excellence 
Nursery - 8th Grade 

(718) 238-5045 

337 74th Street • Brooklyn, NY 
oladyofangels@aol.com 



ST. SAVIOUR HIGH SCHOOL 

CotLye Preparatory for IJouruy Women 



Why choose St. Saviour? Because... 

•“...One of the top 96 High Schools across the U.S.” 

...US News and World Report 
•State of the art library, computer and biology labs 
•100% of graduates attend college 
•60% awarded $4.7 million in academic/merit scholarships 
•Advanced placement courses • Honors Program 
•St. Johns University Extension Program 
•Student/Teacher Ratio 10 To 1 
•3 Brooklyn/Queens Diocesan Championship Teams ‘06 - ‘07 
•Extensive sports program, clubs and activities 
•Christian service opportunities 

•Some colleges acceptances include Connecticut College, CUNY Honors 
College at Hunter & C.S.I., Fairfield, Fordham, George Washington 
Univ., Loyola, Northeastern, Penn State, Quinnipiac, Syracuse 



For Information, contact: Sister Valeria Belanger, SSND, Principal 
588 Sixth Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215 • Phone: (718) 768-4406 

Conducted by the School Sisters of Notre Dame since 1917 
Accredited by the New York State Board of Regents 
Permanent Member of the College Entrance Examination Board 

Visit us on the internet at www.stsaviour.org 
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St. Patrick School 

401 - 97TH STREET • BROOKLYN, NY 11209 
718-833-0124 


St. Patrick School has provided children with excellence t 
Catholic elementary school education for over 145 yean 


* 


State of the Art Computer Lab Aquinas Progr 
Fully Equipped Science Lab Early Childhood Enrichment 

Library/Media Center Student Orchestra 

Early Morning Program Boys 1 Choir & Girls' Choir 

After School Program Art Program 

Full Day Nursery (3) & Pre-K Programs 

Excellence for Each Child — Excellence for YOUR Child 

Call 718-833-0124 for a personal tour and registration information 


OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

COME AND SEE "A GEM OF A SCHOOL" CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Catholic Schools — Light the Way 

All are welcome to visit our school 

Monday, January 28th, 2008 and Thursday, January 31st, 2008 
9:30 am - 11:00 am 
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

Open School Mass for Catholic School Week 1 0:30 am 


1518 73"! Street 
(Pre K to 3) 
(718) 236-5587 


1514 72M Street 
(4 to 8) 

(718) 331-2070 


CONTACT MS. DIANA MERINGOLO - PRINCIPAL 
MRS. BARBARA INGRAM - SITE CORDINATOR 


ATLANTIC YARDS NEWS 

There goes 
the judge 

Quits Yards case citing 
Ratner's promo flier 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Immaculate Heart 
or Mara School 

— Est. 1915 — 

3002 Fort Hamilton Parkway 
Brooklyn, New York 11218 

Educating the children of Windsor Terrace, 
Kensington, Ditmas Park, Park Slope, Boro Park, and Flatbush 

Grades Pre-K through 8 



• Extraordinary education. Catholic values 
• Experienced, caring faculty 

• Strong Academic success on the New York State and the 
Diocesan Terra Nova exams every year 
• State of the art wireless integrated technology program with laptops, 
desktops, smart boards, white boards, projectors, closed circuit television 
and an excellent software library. 

• Innovative co-operator with Bisbop Ford High School 
• Fine arts program 
• Spanish, remedial math and reading 

• On-site psychologist, guidance counselor and fall time nurse and full time nurse 

• Kidz™ Orbit after school program available 

• Modern and safe environment 

• Accredited by the Middle States Association 

The Best of What Catholic Education Has to Offer 


T A ^ATir ArA TYT 7 A/TV I St. ANSELM’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

-L/A uALLL /YV^AL2l41VI I I 365 83rd st. i Brooklyn, ny 



Some Colleges La Salle students have 


John Hopkins University 
New York University 
University of Notre Dame 


An ethnically diverse student body from all five 
boroughs 

A national Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
Middle States Association of Schools Accreditation 
1 00% Graduation Rate, 99% of College Ac- 
ceptance Rate 

Over $1.5 million in scholarships and awards — 
including a Gates Millennium Scholarship 
Advanced Placement and Honors Classes 


Open House on January 31 , 2008 (4-7pm 
http:/ / www.lasalleacademy.org 


44 East Second Street • New York, NY 10003 - (21 2) 475-8940 


» Beginning Scholars Program - 3 yrs. old 

» Pre-kindergarten Program \ OPEN HOUSE / 

» Kindergarten Program 4 January 31st 

(Fulltime) 49:30am -11 :30pm\ 

» Two Classes of each grade from 1 -8 


REGISTRATION FOR NEW STUDENTS 
February 12th 10:00am-l 1:00am 
February 13th & 14th: 

1 0:00am- 11 :00am & 6pm-7:30pm 


PROGRAMS INCLUDE 


• Computer 

• Spanish 

• Physical Education 

• Library 

• Science Lab 


Early Drop Off Service (7:30am) & 

Extended Day Program to Assist Working Parents 

Please call for requirements and more information 


A Brooklyn federal judge recused himself from a panel that 
will determine the fate of the most significant legal challenge to 
the Atlantic Yards development, citing his early support for the 
16-skyscraper-and-arena project — and now the plaintiffs want 
to re-argue the case in front of the replacement judge. 

Last week, the plaintiffs filed a motion seeking a new oral argu- 
ment before the reconstituted three-judge panel, arguing that the 
new judge did not hear answers to the numerous questions raised 
during the October 2007 hearing. 

The motion came after Judge Edward Korman stepped down two 

Korman admitted that during the “early days” of the project, he 
checked a box on a promotional flier indicating his support for the 
16-skyscraper-and-arena development. At the October hearing, Kor- 
man said he didn’t give “any thought to the legal issues” when he 
filled out the flier’s postcard expressing support, but offered to re- 
cuse himself if either side wished. Neither side objected. 

In the case, Goldstein v. Pataki, 13 property owners in the pro- 
ject’s footprint (including Daniel Goldstein, the spokesman for De- 
velop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn), argue that the state is violating the 
Constitution by using eminent domain to make way for a project ini- 
tiated by a private developer, rather than by the government. 

Chief Judge Dennis Jacobs has replaced Korman, presiding 
alongside Judges Robert A. Katzmann and Debra Ann Livingston. 


Another win 
for A'Yards 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A state Supreme Court on Wednesday dismissed an attempt by 
tenants in Bruce Ratner’s rent-stabilized units in the Atlantic 
Yards footprint to bring their lawsuit against the developer to the 
Court of Appeals — but the tenants’ lawyer promised at least an- 
other year’s worth of litigation. 

It was the second court victory of the week for Ratner and his 16- 
skyscraper-and-arena mini-city slated (see main story on page 1), 
but the tenants’ attorney George Locker was undeterred. 

“We will pursue every legal remedy and challenge,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Forest City Ratner Companies crowed. 

“This is the second time in less than a week that the courts have 
decided in favor of the Atlantic Yards project,” Bruce Bender, a 
company vice president, said in a statement. 

This is just the latest setback for the tenants, who live in two Rat- 
ner-owned, rent-stabilized buildings at 473 Dean St. and 634 Pacific 
St. 

In October, another state court dismissed the tenants’ appeal of 
the case, which argues that Ratner and the state improperly termi- 
nated their leases. 

“Ratner is doing an end-run around the state rent-stabilization 
laws,” said Locker at the time. 

Under those laws, according to Locker, a landlord who wants to 
cancel rent-stabilized leases must go through a process overseen by 
the New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal. 

But Ratner did not need to go through that time-consuming 
process, according to the Empire State Development Corporation, 
which is overseeing the development of Atlantic Yards, because his 
plan is to transfer the buildings to the state, which will then con- 
demn the properties and turn them back to Ratner. 

Locker claims the tactic sped up the removal of his clients from 
their homes by “at least two years.” 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

When plaintiffs argued, for example, that the arena can’t be con- 
sidered a “civic purpose” because it will mainly enrich the develop- 
er, Madden was unmoved, citing the very legislation that created 
agencies like the ESDC to improve civic life by “maximizfing] pri- 

“The legislature expressly declared that ‘the policy of the state is 
... to promote sound growth and development of our municipalities 
through . . . encouragement of participation by private enterprise,’ ” 
Madden ruled. 

In short, Madden suggested that the plaintiffs are merely naive 
about the way projects get done thanks to New York’s pro-business 
legislature. 

“It’s clear that the legislature intended to give ESDC wide discre- 
tion in undertaking projects involving the private sector,” she wrote. 

But Baker said the very law Madden cited was never meant to 
cover sports arenas. “The law gives ESDC specific powers to un- 
dertake specific projects,” he said. “But there is nothing in the law 
that deals with stadiums. We pointed out that the legislature has 
given authority to build stadiums — but by passing a separate law.” 
Madden also went back to state law to address one of the plain- 
tiffs’ most-compelling arguments, namely that at least three blocks 
within the project site cannot 
be condemned because they are 
not blighted. 

The majority of the Atlantic 
Yards site is within the state’s 
Atlantic Terminal Urban Re- 
newal Area, which has been de- 
clared blighted 10 times, 
though three blocks within the 
project site were not previously 
declared blighted — but Mad- 
den said it didn’t matter be- 
cause prior court rulings have 
interpreted “blight” liberally, 
not literally. Even preventing 
blight in an otherwise unblight- 
ed area can be considered 
“blight” under this definition, 
she said. 

“Thus, once it is established 
that the surrounding area is 
blighted, unblighted parcels 
may be designated part of an 
overall plan to improve a 
blighted area,” she wrote. 

In this area, Daniel Goldstein 
of Develop Don’t Destroy com- 
plained that Madden ignored 
evidence that would have cast 
doubt on the validity of ESDC’s 
contention that the area around 
the project site is blighted be- 
cause it has higher crime than 

“We showed that their statis- 
tics were wrong, yet she did not 
care,” Goldstein said. “She 
should have said, ‘They fudged 
the crime statistics, so I should 
probably look at everything in 
the environmental impact state- 
ment a little deeper.’ But she 
didn’t do that.” 
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OUR OPINION 


A weak court ruling 


B efore Bruce Ratner follows up his 
victory in state Supreme Court by 
bringing in construction cranes, 
it’s worth one more attempt to correct 
the ongoing misinformation campaign 
that state officials continue to conduct 
over Atlantic Yards. 

Judge Joan Madden may have been cor- 
rect when she mled last week that New York 
State’s weak environmental laws give the 
state’s economic development agencies 
broad latitude to circumvent local authorities, 
override local zoning and hand-pick favored 
developers in the name of serving the public. 

But Madden was wrong to not challenge 
the validity of evidence presented by the 
Empire State Development Corporation — 
evidence that clearly shows that the agency 
is not, in fact, serving the public interest at 
Atlantic Yards. 


State officials say the proposed basket- 
ball arena at the intersection of Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues is a public benefit; 
that designation, they say, would qualify 
Atlantic Yards as a civic project and allow 
the use of eminent domain to condemn pri- 
vately owned property and hand it over to 
Ratner. 

Opponents of the project dispute how 
building an arena for Ratner and then giv- 
ing his profit-making company a $l-a-year 
lease for 99 years could possibly be con- 
strued as a public benefit. Rather than ques- 
tion that scheme, Madden hid behind state 
law, which she said draws no distinction 
between a facility leased to a non-profit en- 
tity or a for-profit conglomerate. 

Opponents also dispute how three blocks 
on the edge of the blighted Vanderbilt rail 
yards could be considered “blighted” (and, 


therefore, subject to eminent domain) 
when houses there routinely sell for more 
than $1 million. The state also has alleged 
that crime is rampant in that “unsanitary 
and unsafe,” yet those crime statistics have 
been shown repeatedly to be inaccurate. 

Rather than pay some attention to the 
men behind that curtain of lies, Madden 
fell back on state laws that were crafted to 
facilitate raiding the public trough to hand 
over land and taxpayer subsidies to favored 
developers and their political patrons with- 
out regard to public sentiment or honest 
analysis. 

Madden’s weak ruling makes it clear 
that in New York, the deck is stacked 
against truth — and her court couldn’t be 
bothered. 

Is there no one who will look beyond 
the litany of lies and stop this charade? 



LETTERS 


School in a jail story sparks mail 


To the editor, 

The city Department of Correction takes issue with both your 
news story and your editorial about possible multiple uses at the site 
of the expanded Brooklyn House of Detention (“Lock ’em up” and 
“No to jailhouse school,” Jan. 12). 

Neither the city nor the Department proposed a new middle 
school in the jail, as the news story reported. Nor did they originate 
the idea, as suggested in the editorial. 

To be clear, the Department of Correction has worked aggressive- 
ly and in good faith to explore multiple uses that would integrate the 
expanded Brooklyn jail as fully as possible with the neighborhood. 
We have pursued formal processes such as the solicitation of devel- 
oper proposals, and we have followed up on any suggestions from 
the community, as in the case of the school. 

On that topic, we merely reported back that a school would fit 
the property architecturally, but that it is a matter for the Depart- 
ment of Education. The Department is committed to the original 
objectives for the Brooklyn jail — moving thousands of Brooklyn 
inmates every year from remote and out-of-date facilities on Rikers 
Island to a safe, modem, efficient jail located closer to their fami- 
lies, communities, attorneys and the courts in which they appear, 
while they await trial. 

And after two years of working with, and listening to, the com- 
munity, we are eager to begin the project. Stephen J. Morello 
The writer is a deputy commissioner in the city Department of Correction. 
To the editor, 

With the expansion of Brooklyn’s population, there is a need for 
more public schools. It makes sense to repurpose many Downtown 
Brooklyn buildings, including the jail. Mike Worthington, DUMBO 


To the editor, 

Your recent article about lawyer Emani Taylor (“Panel: Guar- 
dian stole, but Hynes won’t prosecute,” Jan. 12) made several er- 
rors that require clarification. 

The assertion in the story that District Attorney Charles Hynes 
will not open a criminal investigation into the wrongdoings of at- 
torney Emani Taylor is inaccurate and ignores the well-known 
history of this case. The suspension of Ms. Taylor’s law license 
was, in large part, the result of a criminal investigation by this of- 
fice, not cause for an investigation. 

While we found no criminality in Ms. Taylor’s actions, inves- 
tigators from this office determined that Ms. Taylor may well 
have violated the rules of court guardianship, a matter for the Ap- 
pellate Division’s Disciplinary Committee. Our office gave the 
Disciplinary Committee numerous records and documents to 
support this finding. Based upon those documents, which were 
part of our investigation, and her lack of cooperation with the 
Disciplinary Committee, the Committee recommended to the 


To the editor, 

Oh, yeah, a school in a jail is a smart move. Is this what the city 
thinks about its children? 

The city couldn’t find one empty lot to rebuild? 

Djenny Passe-R odriguez, Freeport, NY 

To the editor, 

Because the press was not invited to the critical Borough Hall 
meeting, your story suggested that our local Councilman David 
Yassky was to blame for the silliness about putting a public school 
on the same lot with the jail. 

But the culprit in all this was Department of Correction Commis- 
sioner Horn. After a much-ballyhooed appeal to developers to add 
housing to the site, which resulted in nothing, Horn picked out of 
nowhere the insane idea of slapping a school on the site. 

For the first 60 seconds, the idea seemed worth considering. Of 
course, Horn had never had the “time” or the courtesy to the room 
full of attendees — including our borough president — to pick up 
the phone and see if this interested the Department of Education. 

Yassky, being an enthusiastic sort, expressed interest and then 
clammed up — but the damage was done. 

Downtown Brooklynites will be relieved to know that there has 
been a very active resistance to the Corrections Department’s grand 
intentions of converting a key location into a kind of Disneyworld 
for processing and incarceration of detainees and prisoners. 

Yassky to his credit is on record with all the other electeds as op- 
posing Horn’s oversold ambitions. We thank him and the others for 
holding the line. It’s OK to reopen the jail, but not to expand the 
structure or its population. William Harris, Brooklyn Heights 
The writer is a member of Community Board 2 


Appellate Division that Ms. Taylor lose her law license. 

There has been no subsequent evidence that Ms. Taylor com- 
mitted any criminal acts. If such evidence arises, this office will 
investigate. 

The article quoted someone who stated that District Attorney 
Hynes has “never prosecuted anyone” for plundering Judge 
Phillips’s estate. To the contrary, District Attorney Hynes did in 
fact, indict, prosecute and convict Maria Reyes Albertina for 
fraudulently selling a building owned by Judge Phillips. 

Ms. Albertina will begin serving three to nine years in state 
prison after she has paid $2 million in restitution. 

Michael F. Vecchione 
The writer is chief of the Rackets Division 
for the Kings County District Attorney 
Editor's note: Vecchione writes that " there has been no subsequent evidence 
that Ms. Taylor committed any criminal acts, " but Taylor did not challenge 
the Disciplinary Committee's assertion that she stole nearly $ 330,000 from 
the estate of her ward, former Judge John Phillips — a crime by anyone's 


Send a letter 

By e-mail (the best way): Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington 
St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include the writer's 
home address and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are published with the letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be returned. The 
earlier in the week you send your letter, the better. 


More on Dock Street 

To the editor, 

Your article on David Walentas’s latest proposal (“Walentas again 
fights his neighbors over Dock Street apartment tower,” Dec. 22), 
omitted important information about Two Trees’ attempt to build an 
18-story apartment building next to the Brooklyn Bridge. 

• A 16-story building on this site was rejected in 2004 for the 
same reason an 18-story building is opposed now: a 210-foot high 
tower and complex only 90 feet away from the world famous 
Brooklyn Bridge would forever tarnish this national icon. 

• The coalition of well-respected, non-profit neighborhood asso- 
ciations that oppose the building would support one of a height be- 
low the Brooklyn Bridge roadway, thereby preserving the historical 
views of and from the Brooklyn Bridge. 

• Councilman David Yassky has formed a diverse task force of com- 
munity representatives to work with the Department of Education to 
select a site considered appropriate for a school according to public in- 
terest criteria, not according to the needs of a single private developer. 

The more fundamental, precedent-setting question is whether a 
private developer should be allowed to offer “sweeteners” to buy 
himself a rezoning for a bulky 18-story complex — or should the ex- 
isting open spaces that protect the public’s views from and of revered 
national icons, like the Statue of Liberty or the Brooklyn Bridge, be a 
protected public trust that is simply not for sale? 

This was the community’s and City Council’s mandate in 2004 
and it should remain so. Steven Lewis, DUMBO 

Placard problems 

To the editor, 

I was reading about on the crackdown of city-issued parking plac- 
ards (“Placard crackdown — can it work?” Jan. 12) and realized that 
the only way it can work is if the city starts ticketing these employees. 

Even the commander of the 84th Precinct can’t order tickets on 
these vehicles. Parking in Downtown is like the Wild West with no 
law enforcement. 


Our article prompts letter from the DA 
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- from city 

If you ask a traffic control agent why he does not issue tickets for 
illegal parking, he win teU you that he can’t. The law does not apply 
to these city employees! 

Unlike the Times, which also covered this stay, your paper ran a 
picture of a city bus stopped in the middle of Jay Street to discharge 
passengers because of this permit abuse. 

Also, I enjoyed your coverage of a city plan to put a middle 
school in the Brooklyn House of Detention (“Lock ’em, up,” Jan. 
12). This is a great idea and a perfect use for a city property. 

In fact, it may give some of our youth second thoughts on a crim- 
inal career. Nothing like on-the-job training! 

Such stories show why your paper is fun and really keeps me up 
to date. Al Pankin, Downtown 

Memories flow like fuel oil 

To the editor, 

I ran across The Brooklyn Paper Web site while surfing the Inter- 
net and have to tell you how much I loved it. 

My family had a fuel oil business called Fred Rose Fuel Oil. My 
grandparents started with an ice wagon and horse in 1905. They lived 
on 5 1 st Street and Third Avenue . Comedian Henny Youngman lived 
down the street and dated my mother several times. 

I ushered at old Dyker Theater for a few years . And I frequented 
Sheridan’s on Fifth Avenue by the old Stanley Theater. They lost a 
lot of customers when we were drafted in November 1950. 

I was happy I found your paper. I enjoy reading about the old 
neighborhood. Milton Maxim, former resident of Bay Ridge 
The writer is a graduate of Fort Hamilton HS, class of 1947 

Flatbush flaws 

To the editor, 

Your recent predictions for Flatbush Avenue (“80 in ’08,” Jan. 5) 
prompted this question in my mind: How will the residents of the 
high-rise buildings along Flatbush Avenue Extension get to work? 
Will they ride atop the already overcrowded subways? 

Will they pay the congestion tax and drive to work or hire car 
service and sit in traffic? 

And where will they send their children to school? Will their chil- 
dren be safe crossing the Flatbush Avenue Extension? And won’t 
Fresh Direct trucks block traffic on already to congested Flatbush 
Avenue Extension? Robert Ohlerking, Park Slope 

As Gersh as it gets 

To the editor: 

Allow me to second Gersh Kuntzman’s award as editor of the 
year (“Editor of the year,” Jan. 12). 

The Brooklyn Paper provides real coverage of local community 
news stories usually overlooked by other media — especially Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards mega-project. In the marketplace of ideas, 
let us hope there continues to be room The Brooklyn Paper. 

I’m grateful that The Paper has on many occasions provided me 
the opportunity to express my views on various topics along with 
many others who may have different opinions on the issues of the 

Thanks to Editor Gersh Kuntzman, an ordinary citizen like my- 
self is afforded the freedom to comment on the actions and legisla- 
tion of various elected officials and others. 

Public officials have many ways to promote their views through 
mass mailings, press conferences, letters to the editor and guest 
opinion page columns. And other weekly newspapers are influenced 
in their coverage by holiday advertisements from public officials 
frequently paid for by taxpayers. 

The Brooklyn Paper, however, has remained independent, willing 
to take on all comers including powerful developers. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, New York 

Hynes’s varieties 

To the editor, 

Another perp beats the system (“Panel: Guardian stole, but Hynes 
won’t prosecute,” Jan. 12)! The District Attorney needs to wake up! 
There have been too many cover-ups! 

The fiduciaries are feasting. 

Wasn’t the purpose of the guardianship law to protect the per- 
son’s assets and prevent him from becoming a public charge? 

Lori Duboys, Boston, Mass. 
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Put up your dukes: 

The new documentary 
"Orthodox Stance," 
directed by Windsor 
Terrace resident Ja- 
son Hutt, chronicles 
one Midwood boxer's 
attempts at balancing 
pugilism and piety. 
Clockwise from top, 
boxer Dmitriy Salita 
and trainer Jimmy 
O'Pharrow, filmmaker 
Hutt, and Salita in the 
ring. The documen- 
tary will be released in 
theaters on Jan. 25. 


Ortho-box! 


Documentary from Windsor Terrace filmmaker 
sheds light on the Chabad boy of boxing 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

D mitriy Salita’s a complicated guy. Bom 
in Odessa, Ukraine, but raised in Mid- 
wood, Salita, 25, is a world-class boxer 
— a Golden Gloves and US Amateur Na- 
tional Championship winner — and an ob- 
servant, Orthodox Jew. 

Tipped off to the unusual nature of the 
up-and-coming young fighter, who sched- 
uled the pummeling of his opponents 
around the Sabbath, filmmaker Jason Hutt 
contacted Salita through his rabbi in 2002, 
and began filming the young boxer almost 
immediately. 

“I’m drawn to things that I don’t necessari- 
ly understand,” Hutt told GO Brooklyn, “and 
that was true about boxing and the world of 
Hasidic Judaism here in Brooklyn. How does 
an observant Jew carve out a place for him- 
self in professional boxing? That was what I 
went in being curious about.” 

It didn’t take long before Hutt found him- 



self completely immersed in Salita’s world. 
The Windsor Terrace resident joined Salita 
on a trip to Las Vegas just weeks after meet- 
ing him, and over the three years of shooting 
would accompany him to Los Angeles and 
Puerto Rico, in addition to countless hours 
logged here in Brooklyn. 

“I just go in with my camera and shoot 
these fascinating things,” said Hutt. “I think 
the whole thing is about discovery, and that 
to me is what interesting documentaries are 
about: when you go into a world that you or- 
dinarily wouldn’t go into.” 

But the filmmaker’s journey isn’t that dif- 
ferent from his subjects. As a child, Salita 


used boxing to escape from the harsh reality 
he faced; his family was on welfare, his 
mother had cancer and, like plenty of other 
kids, he found it hard to fit in at school. 

“I starting boxing when I was 13,” said 
Salita. “Prior to that, I did karate and kick 
boxing. After I won a big fight in kickbox- 
ing, [someone] recommended that I go to a 
boxing gym — I fell in love the first day.” 

And while a trainer from Starrett City 
Boxing Club in East New York, where Sali- 
ta trains, remembers that first day as one 
where the young fighter was repeatedly 
pounded, Salita kept coming back and soon 
enough he was the one wailing on the other 
fighters. 

Watching Hutt’s film, “Orthodox Stance,” 
which will be released on Jan. 25, viewers 
could easily come to the conclusion that 
Salita was in fact bom to box. He doesn’t 
lose once over the course of the film, and, 
despite having to cook his own kosher meals 
in far flung hotel rooms, avoid fighting until 
after sundown on Saturdays, and explain 


himself at every turn, Salita remains remark- 
ably upbeat, especially for someone whose 
job it is to make others bleed. 

“Part of my interest in Dmitriy was [his] 
ability to be religious in a boxing gym, and 
in Las Vegas, and in the media, and for him 
to be a professional boxer in his synagogue,” 
said Hutt. “To me, that was what’s so re- 
freshing and appealing about his character, 
the ability to be himself.” 

Hutt, who worked as the only cameraman 
and kept a respectful distance from Salita 
and his entourage, wasn’t the only one to 
learn a thing or two about his subject from 
the film, however. 

“I’m not used to seeing myself in the ring 
and on TV,” Salita said. “Even now, it’s 
awkward to see some of the more intimate 
moments, and some things look amazing.” 

From an outsider’s perspective, most of it 
does look incredible. It’s impossible not to 
root for Salita, whom the film follows from 
prayer to punching bags and from mns along 
Brighton Beach to a cocktail party at the 
White House. When, near the end of the 
film, he fights for his first professional title 
at the Hammerstein Ballroom — the first 
New York fight of the film — with Hasidic 
singer Matisyahu singing ringside, it’s hard 
not to get excited. Hutt’s time with Salita 
was well spent, as the boxer seems to have 
become used to the cameras and doesn’t 
hold back. 

“It was just Jason, and he never interrupt- 
ed any training,” Salita said. “He filmed oth- 
er people as well, and he just became one of 
the guys in the gym. As I get older, I’m just 
comfortable with who I am and what I do. 
It’s normal to me, but I understand why oth- 
ers find it interesting.” 




King for a day 

On Monday, Jan. 21, the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music will do its part to honor a historic dream by 
hosting the 22nd annual “Brooklyn Tribute to Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr.: Come Share the Dream” event. 
Bringing together civic leaders, musicians and artists, 
BAM’s celebration is the laigest in the entire city. 

Kicking off at 10:30 
am, the event will fea- 
ture tributes from BAM 
President Karen Brooks 
Hopkins and Borough 
President Marty Marko- 
witz, with performances 
by R&B legend Mavis 
Staples (pictured) as 
well as Gary Anglin and 
the Voices of the Christ- 
ian Cultural Center. Fol- 
lowing this program will be a screening of the film, 
“At the River I Stand” and an art exhibit, “Picture the 
Dream,” will round out the celebration. 

Commenting on King’s dream, Deputy Borough 
President Yvonne J. Graham, the event’s master of cer- 
emonies, said, “Today, we are all witness to a new day 
in America’s electoral process with the first African- 
American presidential candidate to emerge victorious 
in the Iowa caucuses — something that couldn’t have 
been imagined even just a short time ago. This historic 
moment is a true testament to Dr. King’s vision.” 

And while BAM’s celebration is the biggest, there 
are plenty of events happening all over the borough. 
The Brooklyn Museum is hosting WNYC’s Brian 
Lehrer in a panel discussion, “Embracing the Radical 
King: Prophetic or Passe?,” and the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden hosts an all-day celebration featuring perform- 
ances of spirituals by the Great Day Chorale. 

"Brooklyn Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
— Come Share the Dream" will begin at 10:30 am 
on Jan. 21 at the BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene). All of the day's events are free. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

"Embracing the Radical King: Prophetic or 
Passe?" will take place at 3 pm on Jan. 21 at the 
Brooklyn Museum (200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash- 
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights). Tickets are 
free. For information, call (718) 638-5000 or visit 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

The Great Day Chorale will perform at 11 am 
and 2:30 pm at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
(1000 Washington Ave. at Montgomery Street in 
Prospect Heights). Admission is free. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 623-7200 or visit www.bbg.org. 

— Sei Shiroma 
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Word score 


Cheaters never win — or do they? 826NYC, a non- 
profit writing center in Park Slope, has organized a 
“Scrabble For Cheaters” tournament on Jan. 19. Here’s 


K 


how it works: teams of two get pledges to fund their 
conniving; and the more money accumulated, the 
more cheats they have available. Cheats range from 
the trading of a letter to the coveted in- 
venting of a word. QRAYZEE? 

“The point, beside winning, is 
to have people donate money to 
our cause, for the continuation of | 1| 

helping kids with their writing,” 
said Jennifer Snow, one of the 
event’s organizers. And “Scrabble 
for Cheaters” has already created 
quite a buzz, with almost 40 teams 
formed and $30,000 raised. 

“I’m very excited,” said Elaine Pa- 
lucki, one of the participants, “it’s a hands-on approach 
to raise money for the promotion of literacy in kids.” 

There will also be a few celebrities among the 
vocabulary vandals; actor Peter Dinklage and 
Jonathan Mark Sherman, a playwright, have teamed 
up, and so have “Daily Show” correspondents John 
Oliver and John Hodgeman. 

It might be the first pairing of philanthropy and 
blatant fraud. 

“Theoretically, kids love cheating,” said Snow, “and 
it’s one of the few instances where it pays to cheat and 
vice versa.” Winners will be titled “The World’s Best 
Cheaters at Scrabble” and their trickery will be immor- 


"Scrabble for Cheaters" will be at noon on Jan. 
19 at 826NYC (372 Fifth Ave. between Fifth and 
Sixth streets in Park Slope). Each team member 
pays a $50 entry fee. For information, call (718) 499- 
9884 or visit www.826nyc.org. — Sei Shiroma 
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Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 



“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri & Sat) 


Tempo 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 




busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 


66 Water Street • DUMBO • (718) 625-9352 
waterstreetrestaurant.com 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718.624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 
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Three ways to keep healthy: 

1. Eat sensibly. 2. Exercise daily. 


3. Sign up for the free personalized 
monthly newsletter from Maimonides. 


In case you didn’t know it, Maimonides now offers personal, private health e-newsletters. 

My Healthy News is a free monthly newsletter delivered to your e-mail with customized health information that you request. You may choose health topics from 
more than 60 selections from hundreds of publications with content that has been medically reviewed and recently published. 

You may also choose to receive appointment reminders and preventative health information to help keep you and your loved ones healthy. 
Maimonides Medical Center. We always strive to keep people healthy and informed, and now that information is just a click away. 

Please visit www.maimonidesmed.org to sign up. 



Maimonides 

Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Introducing My Healthy News. 

An electronic newsletter from Maimonides 
that provides a wealth of 
knowledge about your well-being. 


For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org or call (888) MMC-DOCS. 




January 19, 2008 


The Brooklyn Paper 



www.BrooklynPaper.com 


AWP 11 



Coffee talk 


Sandy Miller gets his cof- 
fee at the same place every 
morning, the Boerum Hill 
Food Company [134 Smith 
St. at Dean Street in Cob- 
ble Hill, (718) 222-0140] 
near his home. It’s the 
type of cozy, owner-op- 
erated place that gives 
the neighborhood char- 
acter. It’s also one of 
the cafes that Miller 
profiled in his new 
book, “Cafe Life New 
York,” which takes an 
in-depth look at 21 New York 
City coffee shops — six in Brooklyn — and 
what makes them special. 

“When I decided that I would write this book, I 
had to define what cafe culture meant,” said 
Miller. “I decided to hone in on a culture based on 
independendy owned neighborhood cafes.” 

The neighborhoods that appear in the book — 
DUMBO, Cobble Hill, Boerum Hill, Park Slope, 
Greenpoint and Williamsburg — all have great 
coffeehouses, but doesn’t leaving out so much of 
the borough deny readers a chance to experience 


what far-flung cafes have to 
offer? 

“We went to 30 or 
40 cafes in the bor- 
ough,” Miller said, “but 
I couldn’t include them 
all. Vox Pop [1022 Corte- 
lyou Rd. at Stratford 
Road in Ditmas Park, 
(718) 940-2084] was too 
far out, and I could have in- 
cluded Fort Greene, but we 
focused on neighbor- 
hoods right over a bridge.” 
Although he sampled 
countless brews, Miller was 
hesitant to say what the best 

“Every place I write about brings incredible 
attention and concern to the quality of its cof- 
fee,” maintained Miller. “In terms of the best, I 
think it’s a matter of taste.” 

"Cafe Life New York" (Interlink Books, $20) is 
available at BookCourt (163 Court St. at Dean 
Street in Cobble Hill). For information, call (718) 
876-3677 or visit www.interlinkbooks.com. 

— Adam Rathe 



Nose to the grinds 

"Cafe Life New York City," by Boerum Hill author Sandy Miller, highlights some 
of the borough's greatest coffee shops and gives readers a peek at expertly de- 
signed latte foam and sinfully delicious baked goods. As slightly jittery caffeine 
nuts, GO Brooklyn decided to get the down-and-dirty facts on what goes into 
Miller's choices for the best cups of joe — and how much a medium cup will set 
you back — at each of these java joints. — Adam Rathe 

CAFE 

THE BEANS 

PRICE 

DUMBO General Store (1 1 1 Front St. 
at Washington Street in DUMBO) 

Certified organic beans from North 
Carolina's Counter Culture Coffee. 

$1.90 

Boerum Hill Food Company (134 Smith 
St. at Bergen Street in Cobble Hill) 

Gorilla brand "Nicaraguan Segovia" 
blend. 

$2 

Cafe Regular (318A 11th St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope) 

La Colombe brand "Corsica" blend. 

$1.50 

Tea Lounge (837 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope) 

A double-roasted eco-blend made from 
Ethiopian and Costa Rican Arabica beans. 

$2 

Gimme Coffee! (495 Lorimer St. at 
Grand Street in Williamsburg) 

House-roasted selection changes daily. 

$1.50 

Cafe Grumpy (193 Meserole Ave. at 
Diamond Street in Greenpoint) 

Counter Culture Coffee brand, selec- 
tion changes daily. 

$1.50 



Miles for ales 


Funny, we always thought drinking 
was its own reward. 

Turns out Park Slope bar Pacific 
Standard thinks we need to be further 
encouraged, so they are pulling a page 
from the American Express playbook 
to show loyal patrons that membership 
does indeed have its privileges. 

For a one-time payment of $10, 
you get a membership ID with your 
picture on it; and you have your 
choice of backgrounds — either “a 
drawing of you fighting a whaleshark 
[while] riding an Abrams tank, with 
nothing but your bulging muscles and 
a harpoon-like device, or a picture of 
you in a field with various cute crea- 
tures,” according to Pacific Stan- 
dard’s rewards pamphlet. 

The card entitles you to drink spe- 
cials unavailable to non-members, in- 
cluding an all-night happy hour from 


Sunday opening to Tuesday closing. 
As a member, you are also allowed to 
borrow books from the bar’s library, 
and make use of beer cozies while at 
the bar. 

The main benefit of membership, 
though, is that the more you drink, the 
more “yards” you earn. These “yards” 
can be applied to any number of re- 
wards ranging from the standard (a 
pizza from neighboring Cherry Tree 
tavern after 200 yards, or $200 spent) 
to the frivolous (a sonnet in your hon- 
or drafted by bar owner John 
Rauschenberg, for 400 yards). 

When we went in to inquire this af- 
ternoon, owner John Stan (pictured) 
told us, over a freely offered frothy 
pint of Bear Republic Red Rocket 
Ale, “We aren’t trying to promote 
binge drinking here. It’s not like you 
can come in and earn a dinner at A1 


Di La with one big bar tab. Rewards 
come to those who keep coming in 
every day for a beer or two over the 
course of a year. We’re not trying to 
fill the place with alcoholics.” 

Still, it stands to reason that you’ll 
get to that roundtrip flight to Califor- 
nia — “land of milk, honey and pro- 
duce, where burritos drop from the 
trees and microbrews flow in bright, 
bubbly streams” at a cost of 7000 
yards — faster if you have six or 
eight pints a night rather than one or 
two. We’re just saying. 

Pacific Standard (82 Fourth Ave. 
at St. Marks Place in Park Slope) is 
open Monday through Friday, 
from 4 pm to 4 am, and week- 
ends, from noon to 4 am. For in- 
formation, call (718) 858-1951 or visit 
www.pacificstandardbrooklyn.com. 

— Chris Varmus 



T here was nothing sweet about 
the Department of Health’s raid 
on Fort Greene cake shop Cake 
Man Raven (708A Fulton St. at 
Greene Avenue) on the morning of 
Wednesday, Jan. 9. Two health in- 
spectors came to the shop and began 
issuing citations for infractions that 
the Cake Man — who’s also known 
as Raven Patrick De Sean Dennis III 
— claimed were trumped up. 

The shop reopened on the evening 
of Friday, Jan. 11. 

GO Brooklyn was crashed when one 
of our favorite local coffee shops Un- 
common Grounds (50 Henry St. at 
Cranberry Street in Brooklyn Heights) 
closed for renovations, but just this 
month it came back to life as The 
Wine Bar at 50 Henry Street. The 


m 


space has had a complete makeover and 
a full bar has been installed along with 
a matching liquor license, impressive 
wine list and a chef formerly of Mario 
Batali’s Babbo behind the stove. 

“My focus was that this is a neigh- 
borhood — it’s not transient like 
Midtown — and I really want the fo- 
cus to be on opening a casual place 
with really good wine,” manager 
Amanda Green told GO Brooklyn. 
“We’re not trying to be a restaurant, 
just a wine bar with small plates.” 

Sure, it’s the middle of January, 
but that’s no reason not to enjoy 

Endless Summer, the new taco 
truck that’s parked on the comer of 
Bedford Avenue and North Seventh 



Street in Williamsburg. Selling tacos, 
burritos and glass bottles of soda, the 
truck reminds GO Brooklyn of the 
trucks that line streets of Los Ange- 
les, but at $2.50 for a chicken, beef or 
pork taco, and $6 for a burrito — 
vegetarian types can get seitan — 
you can get the same taste without 


the prohibitive cost of airfare. 

Around the comer, the fabled break- 
fast spot Egg (135AN. Fifth St. at Bed- 
ford Avenue in Williamsburg) has start- 
ed serving dinner from 6 pm to 10 pm 
Thursday through Sunday. Egg owner 
George Weld serves deviled eggs, 
country ham and cheeses, kale and 
dumpling soup, braised duck leg with 
veggies, and fried oysters — and he 
can’t wait to see where the restau- 
rant’s new hours take it. 

Down in Cobble Hill, top-notch 
chef Charlie Statelman (Wombat, Pa- 
tois, Cafe on Clinton) is taking anoth- 
er bite out of the borough’s dining 
scene. Come February, Statelman 
will open Red Deli, an upscale sun- 
dries shop next door to Cafe on 
Clinton (268 Clinton St. at Warren 
Street in Cobble Hill). 

In boozier news, on Tuesday, Jan. 
22, Bar Great Harry (280 Smith St. 


at Sackett Street in Carroll Gardens) 
will be hosting “Extreme Beer and 
Cheese,” a six-beer-and-cheese tast- 
ing sponsored by Stinky Bklyn 
cheese shop and Dogfish Head Ale. 

And in Downtown Brooklyn, the 
New York City College of Technolo- 
gy is investing to keep their students 
plugged in. . .with coffee. 

On Jan. 18, the school was sched- 
uled to hold a ribbon cutting ceremo- 
ny for the City Tech Bookstore 
and Cafe (259 Adams St. at Tillary 
Street), giving students and nearby 
workers another place to refuel. 

“Now there will be a place for stu- 
dents and the general public to relax 
and unwind right on Adams Street 
during the day and in the evening,” 
store manager Melissa White said. 
“We will do our best to exceed our 
customer’s expectations.” 

Got a hot dining tip? Drop us a line 
at GOBrooklyn@BrooklynPaper.com. 

— Adam Rathe and Sei Shiroma 
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Brunch In Brooklyn 
New Enrly Hours 
C#lvnlfTV A StifHfaif iQOPHm «p m 


PRIX-FIXE DINNER 
5th PERSON FREE 

(One time only. Good only for parties of 5) 


is Family Night - Kids $9 Full Meal 
Brick Oven Pizza & We Deliver 


6r 

Prospect Ave. (7 1 8) 436-37 1 5 


hi 


Oven: the right idea^ 
of combining a wine bar 
8c designer pizza place; 

, a good move in 
Brooklyn Heights ^ 

Tina Barry, The Brooklyn Paper 

60 Henry Street 

(at Cranberry Street) 


718.237.8720 
www.ovennewyork.com 

dinner Tuesday throulpaturday; dinner on Sundoy 





88 MU QVrtt 


Sports Medicine 
Hand Surgery 
Neck and Back Pain 
Podiatry 

Pediatric Orthopaedics 
Physiatry 

Occupational Medicine 
Acupuncture 


718-270-2045 


-pvSUNY 

U OWN STATE 

Medical Center 

University Orthopaedic Associates 





THE BEST 

tN N^f'N BROOKLYN 

PARK SLOPE ATLANTIC AVE. 

383 5th Ave @ 6th St. 1 29 Atlantic Ave. @ Henry 

718-CHIPSHOP Al '" i, y s 12 British Draft Beers 

888-FRYCHIP 

BAY RIDGE 

7215 3rd Ave @ 72nd St. 

COMING IN FEBRUARY 


WE BRINS ITALY 
TO YOU! 



UwaKe-ti , 

BRICK OVEN PIZZA J 

552 Court St. (at/ 

1 block^rom Smith/9th 
718-875-1384 - Open 

mmm j 


O Austin's Steakhouse 

PgJME STEAKS <5c FINE WINE 

One of Brooklyn's Top Steakhouses 
Eclectic City Atmosphere 
Extensive Wine List 
ZAGAT RATED - 3 years in a row 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. 44th & Asm sw.) (718) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • TTIF^ aa 


Vesuvio 

est. 1953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 


Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days BIWIB 
7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 





Tex Mexican Cuisine. 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

EXICAL1 

Restaurant 


k Aua-Ua-bie- jvr Parties 
” Saturday &. Sunday Brunch, 
includes cousfdiusentary drink- | 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 
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From Moscow to Warsaw 


Watch out, Greenpoint, the Russians are 
coming! For one day only, Jan. 24, Polish- 
themed rock venue Warsaw will be overrun 
by Russian clowns, contortionists, equilibrists, 
acrobats, jugglers, folk musicians, singers, 
dancers, human puppets and one very well- 
trained toy poodle. 

It’s not another freaky rock show; this time 
it’s the Moscow Circus performing “A Russ- 
ian Folk Fair,” its current show based on cen- 
turies old Russian traditions and fables, and 
narrated by mythical Russian characters. 
Making use of ornate costumes and back- 
drops, the show combines drama, cultural 
history and — most of all — the excitement 
and entertainment that can only be created by 
some of the greatest circus performers on 

“The most gratifying aspect of putting on a 


production such as this one,” Sasha Vosk, di- 
rector and producer of the show, told GO 
Brooklyn, “is being able to show American 
audiences an affectionate representation of the 
Russian people, allowing them to intimately 
interact with us and see what we do. It’s a 
message of love and of sharing culture.” 

In the same vein, the Warsaw show will act 
as a fundraiser for Town Square, a neighbor- 
hood nonprofit focused on the arts; which 
makes it the most exciting way to give back 
that we’ve come across in a while. 

The Moscow Circus will perform "A 
Russian Folk Fair" at 1 pm and 7 pm on 
Jan. 24 at the Warsaw (261 Driggs Ave. at 
Eckford Street in Greenpoint). Tickets are 
$25-$40. For information, call (718) 387- 
0505 or visit www.polishnationalhome.com. 

— Chris Varmus 


Heap of trouble 

Shaw shines as Beckett’s immobilized Winnie 


take this show to be one happy hit, not- 
ing the non-Pavlovian applause on the 
evening I went. 

To be sure, the real draw is Shaw’s 
acting. And she scores big as an authenti- 
cally Irish-born Winnie. She delivers a 
vocal tour de force, making you listen — 
to even the schwas — in her monologue. 
Granted, her character has no mobility 
on stage. Nonetheless, Shaw has exem- 
plary facial play, even acting with her 
cheekbones, and any available feature 
from the waist — or neck — up. 

No Pollyanna, this Winnie! Shaw 
goes well beyond the wife with a soul of 
sunshine into a 


Worth — and 
places her own signature on the role. 

Robert Brustein famously dubbed 
Winnie as that “hopeful futilitarian.” 
And she is. In her chronically futile sit- 
uation, she peers out to the audience, 
and seems to happily invite us into her 
confidence. She primps, dithers, scruti- 
nizes the maker’s guarantee on her 
toothbrush, and recites from the Eng- 
lish poets. She is, of course, only 
killing time, but not as fast as time is 
killing her. 

However well you know “Happy 
Days,” you must see this production, 
staged by Warner with resourcefulness 
and effervescence. Complete with an al- 
most-hallucinatory set by Tom Pye, the 
show has pictorial excellence. It not only 
holds your attention, it burrows into you. 


By Deirdre Donovan 

Gr The Brooklyn Paper 


T here are a few truly indestructible 
plays. And Samuel Beckett’s “Hap- 
py Days” is one of them. Having 
survived sour reviews at its premiere at 
the Cherry Lane Theater in Greenwich 
Village in 1961, the work has steadily 
increased in theatrical value in 45 
years. Thus, I felt duly optimistic enter- 
ing BAM’s Harvey Theater this week 
to see the latest revival of the Existen- 
tial comedy. And I wasn’t disappointed. 
Starring Fiona Shaw, and under the 
alert direction of long-time collaborator 
Deborah Warner, the new production is 
meticulously executed, epically staged, 
and lush to the ear. 

Shaw is no stranger to BAM audi- 
ences. She won our hearts with her star 
turn in “Medea” at the Harvey Theater 
back in 2002, and the show later trans- 
ferred to Broadway. But playing the 
blood-lusty Medea doesn’t necessarily 
prepare an actor for the “summit” role of 
Winnie. 

Visualize the dedication of the actor in 
playing this Mother Earth figure. Picture 
the hours the actor must invest in literally 
rooting herself to the role. Winnie is 
buried up to her waist in a mound of 
earth throughout Act I; throughout Act II , 
the earth rises right up to her neck. Is 
there another role in the dramatic reper- 
toire more challenging for the female ac- 
tor of a certain age? Hardly. 

The show opens on what might be a 
scorched heath, or perhaps the aftermath 
of some apocalyptic battle. It is the kind 
of place into which the late Beckett 
would delightfully agree to place the 
leading lady, preparatory to committing 
her to a slow death in a mound of rubble. 

The play, as you should know, has no 
real plot, and revolves around the inces- 
sant chatter of the protagonist. First ac- 
tions? Winnie opens her eyes into blaz- 
ing light, and murmurs, “Another 
heavenly day.” She stretches, intones a 
half-forgotten prayer and rummages 
through her capacious bag. For the rest 
of the playing time, she will ritualistical- 
ly return to the bag, which gradually re- 
veals a serious-looking gun (named 
“Brownie”), a toothbrush and other 
sundry articles of her sorry existence. 
There’s the parasol to shield her from the 
blazing sun, which will later ignite by 
spontaneous combustion. 

The other character is Willie, her hus- 


'Happy' circumstance: Winnie (Fiona Shaw) discovers that she's up to her 
neck in distress in Samuel Beckett's "Happy Days," playing at the BAM 
Harvey Theater in Fort Greene through Feb. 2. 


band (competently played by Tim Pot- 
ter), sleeping behind the mound. He will 
intermittently mumble lines from want 
ads and obituaries from his newspaper, 
or scuttle into our sight. Willie is sadly 
just out of Winnie’s vision. Too bad. Her 
raison d’etre is merely to communicate 
with her uncommunicative partner. 

This play is a treasure for anyone 
who has lived long enough to fathom 
the meaning of not going gentle into 
that good night. Aging, lost youth, mor- 
tality, and all kinds of losses are potent- 
ly accumulated, and sometimes trans- 


muted, in this brief (100 minutes), two- 
act show. Although Winnie literally los- 
es ground during her incarceration, she 
achieves a magnificent Pyrrhic victory. 
Without totally giving away the sur- 
prises, one learns that whistling in the 
dark — when there’s no option — can 
elicit valid hope. 

This production hails from the Na- 
tional Theatre of Britain. It has already 
played to audiences in Greece, Paris, 
Madrid and Washington, D.C., amass- 
ing an impressive run. True, New York 
remains the toughest theater town, but I 


Bard’s ‘Beth’ is back! 
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While Trekkies and everyone else are 
getting all hot and bothered for the Feb. 
12 premiere of Patrick Stewart in “Mac- 
beth” at the Brooklyn Academy of Mu- 
sic’s Harvey Theater, The Brick Theater in 
Williamsburg has been staging its own 
version of the Scottish play, “Bitch Mac- 
beth.” The show is a tarted-up version of 
the Bard’s original and stars local theater 
veteran Adam Swiderski. “Bitch Mac- 
beth” will run through Jan. 27. 

Following that. The Brick will stage “The 
Great Switcheroo,” the third episode in its 
12-part “Penny Dreadful” suspense series. 
For information, call (718) 907-6189 or visit 
www.bricktheater.com. For more information 
about BAM’s programs, call (718) 636-4100 
or visit www.bam.org. 

For more Shakespeare, check out the Jan. 


27 production of “The Tempest,” directed 
by Davis McCallum, at Brooklyn College. 
For the premiere of Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts’ “Theater Series,” BCBC is 
hosting the Tony-award- winning group The 
Acting Company, which has been doing na- 
tional tours of classic theater for 35 seasons. 
For information, call (718) 951-4500 or visit 
www.brooklyncenteronline.com. 

If you’re looking for a show that’s just 


a bit more modem, beginning Feb. 2, the 
Gallery Players’ production of “The Wild 
Party” should do the trick. 
Set in the Roaring ’20s, 
the Andrew Lippa-penned 
show follows a vaudeville 
dancer and clown, whose 
tumultuous relationship 
drags them through a 
world of wild parties, 
flappers, jazz and all of 
the decadence that came along with 
the era. For information, call (212) 352- 
3101 orvisitwww.galleryplayers.com. 

Most up-to-the-moment of all, however, 
is the Heights Players troupe, which will be 
mounting “Anna in the Tropics,” Pulitzer 
Prize winner Nilo Cruz’s 2003 play about a 
family of cigar rollers in Florida in 1929. 
Directed by Ted Thompson, the show will 
ran from Feb. 1 through Feb. 17. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 237-2752 or visit 
wwwlieightsplayers.org. 

— Adam Rathe 


THE MET IS OPEN MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

MET HOLIDAY MONDAYS sponsored by Bloomberg 


“A gorgeous, morally 
and spiritually 
vibrant show” 

—New York Times 



Africa’s 

The Art of the Central Africaft Reliquary 
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EVENINGS AT THE MET , 


TUT EVERY FRI & SAT TIL 9 

ME tfm°oH£AN 


Sun, Tu-Th 9:30 am-5:30 pm Fri & Sat 9:30 am-9 pm 
Fifth Avenue at 82nd Street 212-535-7710 metmuseum.org 
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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


Call 1-800-345-8767 

Or Book Online and Receive 2 for l Breakfast! 
Simply go to Tropic ana met and enter TAD 
in the Special Offer Code Box 


Join the Diamond Club and 
Receive Instant Cash Bonus!* 
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Grit and 'Grimes’ 


One World Symphony to stage controversial 
Britten opera in Brooklyn Heights church 
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AN AWARD-WINNING 


YEAR 



The cup runneth over for Brooklyn’s real newspaper this year. First, in August, The Brook- 
lyn Paper was named a “Newspaper of the Year” by Suburban Newspapers of America, a 
leading national trade group that represents 2,400 daily and weekly newspapers. The SNA 
cited our “aggressive, readable coverage” of the Atlantic Yards mega-project as a prime 
reason for the award. Then, last week, SNA selected our fearless leader, Gersh Kuntzman, 
as America’s top weekly newspaper editor — “Editor of the Year” — lauding The Brooklyn 
Paper for having the “most focused and sharply written coverage” and for providing “good 
exploratory stories and graphics.” Whatta year! Whatta paper! 
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If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 
You Don't Need It! 


Not-so-quick fix for YZ toll plaza 



By Joe Jordan 

For The Brooklyn Paper 

Twenty-one years after one- 
way tolling began on the Ver- 
razano-Narrows Bridge, the 
toll bays on the Brooklyn- 
bound side of the span will fi- 
nally be removed. 

In six more years, that is. 

A wide array of Staten Is- 
land, Brooklyn, borough, city 
and state officials were on 
hand last Thursday when the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority unveiled its plan to 
not only remove the 12 unused 
— and dangerous — gates on 
the Staten Island side of the 
bridge, but to fix the 40-year- 
old toll plaza’s approach 
ramps, road surface, and exist- 
ing booths. 

“Think of this as a blank 
slate,” said MTA Executive Di- 
rector Lee Sander. 

Sander said the quasi-public 
state agency would begin work- 


ing with the state Department of 
Transportation to design the 
new improvements this year. 
Construction is not expected to 
begin until 2010, and the work 
will not be finished until 2014 
— at the earliest, officials said. 

It’s unclear what the project 


will cost. 

“Until we see a design, we 
shouldn’t be guessing on the 
costs,” said MTA Chief Engi- 
neer Tom Bach. 

The eastbound booths have 
been unused since 1986, when 
one-way toll collection began 


on the then-22-year-old bridge. 

Since then, the lanes have 
been the bane of Brooklyn- 
bound drivers, who have to 
slow down from highway 
speeds, maneuver through the 
unused toll booths, and then re- 
accelerate and merge back into 


four lanes. 

The improvements come on 
the heels of an announcement 
last month that the MTA would 
create a new carpool lane on the 
Gowanus Expressway from 
65th Street to 92nd Street to re- 
duce commute times. 


Supremes sign off on our boss-picked judges 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday unanimously 
upheld New York’s “smoke-filled” system of choos- 
ing trial judges — a case that originated out of 
Brooklyn’s cronyism-driven Democratic machine. 
Justice Antonin Scalia, writing the 9-0 decision, 


signed off on a system that allows party regulars to pick 
judge nominees in closed conventions — and then al- 
lows the nominees to face little or no opposition in the 
general election. 

“A political party has a First Amendment right to 
limit its membership as it wishes and to choose a candi- 
date-selection process that will in its view produce the 
nominee who best represents its political platform,” 


Scalia wrote. “Party conventions, with their attendant 
‘smoke-filled rooms’ and domination by party leaders, 
have long been an accepted manner of selecting party 
candidates.” 

Justice John Paul Stevens added a brief opinion that 
quoted former Justice Thurgood Marshall: “The Consti- 
tution does not prohibit legislatures from enacting stu- 
pid laws.” 

The case originated in Brooklyn after then-Civil 
Court judge Margarita Lopez Torres said county Demo- 
cratic leaders blocked her from getting the party’s nom- 
ination for a Supreme Court judgeship because she re- 
fused to hire people they recommended. 

Three years later, Lopez Torres said party bosses of- 
fered her a second chance if she would hire a leader’s 
daughter. She refused. 

Two courts ruled in Lopez Torres’s favor and threw 
out New York’s system, agreeing that it is very difficult 
for candidates to get on the ballot if they don’t have 
support of the party leaders. 

But Scalia’s ruling said there is nothing unconstitu- 
tional about such a process. 

The system’s opponents “complain not of the state 
law, but of the voters’ (and their elected delegates’) 
preference for the choices of the party leadership,” 
Scalia said. 

Critics have said the conventions are patronage-driv- 
en affairs in which allies of party leaders are rewarded 
with judgeships and all others are shut out. 

Indeed, the appeals court said that between 1990 and 
2002, almost half the state’s elections for trial judges 
were uncontested, calling them “little more than cere- 
mony.” — with Associated Press 


Cops nab hotel stabber 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Police in Bay Ridge have ar- 
rested a woman and charged her 
with fatally stabbing a man in the 
Best Western Gregory Hotel last 
month. 

Pamela Hanson, 20, of Bedford- 
Stuyvesant, was collared on Tues- 
day after a meeting with her parole 
officer on an unrelated drag charge. 

Hanson (pictured at her perp 
walk) was charged with second-de- 
gree murder for stabbing 26-year- 
old David Diaz inside a hotel room 
the two briefly shared. 

According to police, Diaz and 


Hanson, who were friends, checked 
into the hotel at around 3 pm on 
Dec. 2 for an afternoon frolic. But 
Hanson told cops that at one point, 
Diaz became violent, and she 
stabbed him in self-defense. 

She cleaned up the blood and 
was last seen by surveillance cam- 
eras the next morning as she left 
the hotel, which is on Fourth Av- 
enue near 84th Street. 

Captain Eric Rodriguez, the 
commanding officer of the 68th 
Precinct, told The Brooklyn Paper 
he was proud of his detectives and 
the Brooklyn South Homicide 
squad for identifying and catching 
the suspect so quickly. 



POLICE REPORT CONTINUES... 


Continued front page 4 

Coin caper 

More than $5,000 in coins and 
an ATM machine were stolen 
from the back of a car on Jan. 7. 

The 46-year-old victim, who 
makes his living collecting mon- 
ey from pay phones and ATM 
machines, parked his 2007 
Chevy Tahoe at a parking lot of 
the shopping complex at Atlantic 
and Fifth avenues around noon, 
leaving the bags of coins and the 
ATM inside. 

An hour later, he returned and 
was shocked to discover a peip had 
taken all 10 bags — each worth 
around $550 — as well as the 
ATM machine, which cost $700. 

There was no damage to the 
car, and no sign of forced entry, 
cops said. — Harry Cheadle 


90th Precinct 


W'MSBURG / BUSHWICK 

Old gold 

It was a bad week for old 
folks in Williamsburg. 

Cops collared a woman for 
slamming her 71 -year-old moth- 
er-in-law over the head with a 
chair, lacerating her noggin and 
causing it to swell on Jan. 10. 

The bizarre assault happened 
at 11 pm in a home on Boerum 
Street, between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets. The 46-year-old 
chair- wielder was booked on as- 
sault charges. 

The next day, a 70-year-old 
man got into an argument with 
someone who responded by 
throwing a can at the old gent’s 
forehead. That incident took place 
on Grand Street, between Roe- 
bling and Havermeyer streets. 

Helped herself 

A lone woman scared off five 
would-be muggers by simply 
screaming “Help!” 


The thugs — three teenage 
girls and two teenage boys — 
approached the 27-year old 
woman as she was walking 
along Devoe Street, between 
Manhattan and Graham avenues, 
and demanded that she give 
them her iPod. When she 
paused, they hit her across the 
face and grabbed for her purse. 

The vastly outnumbered, 
steely nerved lady responded by 
screaming, “Help!” prompting 
the wayward teens to flee. 

Rude visitor 

A thug repaid a kind man for 
a glass of water by putting him 
in a chokehold, threatening him 
with his own kitchen knife and 
stealing $80 on Jan. 12. 

The perp entered a building on 
Montrose Avenue, between 
Leonard Street and Manhattan 
Avenue, at 6:15 pm, and when he 
encountered the 3 1 -year-old resi- 
dent, asked him if he knew a guy 
named “Rubin.” The tenant did- 
n’t, but when the visitor asked him 
for a glass of water, he complied. 

Once inside the apartment, the 
visitor took advantage of the ten- 
ant’s momentary inattention by 
grabbing him from behind, men- 
acing him with a kitchen knife, 
and stealing the cash. 

Ex’d out 

Cops cuffed a 29-year-old 
bmte after he allegedly followed 
his ex-girlfriend, punched her in 
the face, yanked her hair, and 
swiped $25 from her right pock- 
et, at 3:45 am on Jan. 12 at the 
southeast comer of Union Av- 
enue and Broadway. 

Grand heist 

Thieves stole more than 
$1,200 worth of electronics, in- 
cluding an antique East German 
camera, from a Grand Street 
apartment while the two occu- 
pants were away from home on 
Jan. 14. 


The 34-year-old tenant told 
cops she left home at 9:30 am, 
locking the door behind her. But 
when she returned at 2:30 pm, the 
front door was open and some of 
her and her 26-year-old room- 
mate’s possessions, including the 
Praktica camera, were missing. 

Only the roommate and the 
super had a key. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


94th Precinct 


W'MSBURG / GREENPOINT 

Nightclub theft 

A woman was partying too 
hard at a Bedford Avenue night- 
club on Jan. 10, and someone 
stole her purse, which contained 
two digital cameras, a cellphone 
and an ATM card. 

The 21 -year-old told police 
that as she was preparing to pay 
her tab at the club, between 
North Seventh and North Eighth 
streets, at 12:30 am, she noticed 
her bag — containing two cam- 
eras, a pink Razr cellphone and 
an AIM card — was missing. 

Missing wallet 

A Norman Avenue man lost 
his wallet on New Year’s Eve 
and found out a week later that 
his credit cards were being used 
without permission. 

The fraud victim finally re- 
ported his cards stolen on Jan. 7 
— even though he noticed that 
his wallet was missing at about 8 
pm on Dec. 31 . He didn’t report 
it right away, he told the cops, 
because he didn’t know his cards 
were being used. 

The victim told police that the 
thief had charged about $2,000 
on them. 

Punk’d 

Three punks stole a man’s 
cellphone on Jan. 10 while the 
victim was watching his friends 


SAVED! 


Neighbors: Park worker 
the hero when shots were fired 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A heroic city employee protected 50 people, 
most of them tykes, in a Prospect Heights 
playground after two shots were fired in then- 
direction on Jan. 9. 

John Turner, the Parks Department employee 
who maintains the Underhill Playground on 
Prospect Place and Underhill Avenue, was inside 
the park office at around 10 am when he heard 
two shots ring out. 

A Vietnam War vet. Turner realized the shots 
had been fired in the direction of the playground, 
and when he ran to the door of the office, he was 
confronted with a crowd of panicked park-goers. 

“It was a very nice day, so the park was fre- 
quented by a lot of people,” said Turner, 59, and 
a Bedford-Stuyvesant resident who’s worked in 
city parks for 16 years. 

“The crowd was crying and screaming and 
yelling,” said Turner. “One lady ran to the hand- 


ball court, ducked down, and her baby fell out of 
her arms. I just yelled at everyone, ‘Follow me!’ 
I grabbed her baby, took her to the park house 
and put them inside, told them to lock the door, 
and said I’d be back. I told them they would 
know it was me because I’d knock three times. 
And then I ran back out to make sure I didn’t 
miss anyone.” 

Soon, the cops arrived, interviewed Turner 
and the playground-goers, and then asked Turn- 
er to secure the playground so they could look 
for evidence, including bullets. Turner said the 
cops found shells across the street from the park. 

“I wanted the people that frequent the park to 
know that it will always be safe while I am 
there,” said Turner. “Everyone has [since] come 

Cops said they have arrested one individual 
for the crime. 

Maria McGrath, who lives near the park, 
called Turner’s actions “quick and heroic.” 


WHEELS! 


jMan beats 
friend but loses car 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A fight between two men 
led to one of the men’s car 
being stolen by a not-so-in- 
nocent bystander in a con- 
voluted series of events on 
Jan. 12. 

The incident started off, 
simply enough, as a disagree- 
ment between friends. A 30- 
year-old man and his 40- 
year-old buddy were arguing 
at 6:30 pm on the comer of 
Atlantic Avenue and Fort 
Greene Place when the older 
man decided that words 
could not adequately express 

That’s when he went to his 
black sedan and pulled out 
what his friend described as a 


“long object,” and proceeded 
to bash the younger man in 
the face with it. 

After making his point vi- 
olently, the man ran away 
without locking his car, 
which proved to be a costly 
mistake, as a man who had 
been watching the altercation 
took advantage of the situa- 
tionjumping into the car and 
driving off. The car thief 
hangs out regularly in the 
area, according to witnesses, 
and is known widely as 
“Dexter,” police said. 

The 30-year-old was taken 
to New York Methodist Hos- 
pital by ambulance, although 
his injuries were not serious. 
There has so far been no sign 
of the violent “friend,” the 
stolen vehicle, or of Dexter. 


play handball at McCarren Park. 

The 23-year-old victim told 
police he was hanging out with 
friends at the handball courts at 
about 4 pm when the thugs 
walked up to him and demanded 
the phone. 

“Give me the Sidekick,” one 
of the perps said three times. 

The victim ignored him at 
first, but when the punk threat- 
ened violence, he got the vic- 
tim’s attention. The perp grabbed 
the phone and all three punks ran 
off shouting: “Don’t follow us.” 
— Adam F. Hutton 


62nd Precinct 


BENSONHURST 

Bad order 

Yet another Chinese-food de- 
liveryman was robbed, this time 
at knifepoint in a Bay 17th Street 
building on Jan. 9. 

The 34-year-old victim was in 
the building, which is near Ben- 
son Avenue, at around 10:30 pm 
when the thug came from behind, 
placed a knife against the victim’s 
side, and reached around and 
swiped $200 from his front pants 
pocket, police said. 

The perp left the Chinese 
food, but took the cash, and fled 
the building. 

Home burg 

A thief entered a 24th Avenue 
apartment and took $5,000 while 
the tenant was out on Jan. 12. 

The 42-year-old man told po- 
lice that he left his home, which 
is near Bath Avenue, at around 1 
pm. When he returned two hours 
later, he noticed that the rear 
door had been broken open and 
that the cash was missing. 

B1 bus rob 

A pickpocket ripped off a 
woman as she was riding an 86th 
Street-bound B 1 bus on Jan. 1 1 . 


The 41 -year-old got off the 
bus at around 3:30 pm as it ap- 
proached 25th Avenue and real- 
ized that her wallet, which con- 
tained credit and debit cards, was 
missing. 

Before the woman cancelled 
her cards, the thug had already 
purchased multiple Metrocards, 
cops said. 

Home invasion 

A sleeping woman got the 
wake-up call of her nightmares 
when a burglar entered her 78th 
Street apartment and lifted cash 
and electronics on Jan. 10. 

The 28-year-old was sleeping 
in the home, which is near 21st 
Avenue, at around 4:25 am when 
the thug came through an open 
kitchen window. He crept his 
way to the bedroom, startling the 
victim, who remained in the bed 
motionless while the perp 
swiped $159 and electronics, po- 
lice said. 

The thug left the apartment, 
taking the stolen goods, and fled 
through the same window. 

Cheapskate 

Thugs kicked, punched and 
robbed a man on Avenue S for a 
mere $9, at 6:30 pm on Jan. 1 1 . 

The gang swiped the chump 
change from their 19-year-old 
victim’s front pocket near the 
comer of West 12th Street. 

Duo nabbed 

Two thugs beat and robbed a 
55-year-old man at 1:05 am on 
West Seventh Street near Kings 
Highway — but the man later 
helped cops ID the terror tag 
team on Jan 7. 

The victim, thrown into a car 
and punched him in the face, 
surrendered his cellphone and 
credit cards, police said. 

Later, police caught the two, 
thanks to a positive ID from the 
victim. — Michael Oiardina 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 

• 27,000 sq.ft. • Hardware • Licensed Locksmith 

Superstore • Holiday Decorations • Lumber Cut-to-size 

• Custom Orders • Home Center • Paint 


A SID'S HARDWARE 

Benjamin 345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 

nw «™r mn Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


SAVE 

15% OFF 



TALKinG TALmUD 

WITH RABBI JOSEPH POTASNIK 
Tuesdays - January 29, February 12, 

March 11 & April 1 - 7:00 pm I RSVP 

$io per datt for member* | $15 per datt for non member! 

TUB'SHCVATSCDCRbDiniKR 

Friday - January 25 - 6:30 pm I RSVP required 

$2; for member! | $30 for non member* | $8 for children under 12 

BRUIICH WITH DOmilllC CARTER 

Senior Political News Analyst for NY 1 

Hear Mr. Carter describe his journey to success from the abuse he suffered at 
the hands of his mentally ill mother to his career as a Political News Analyst. 

Sunday - January 27 - 11:00 am I RSVP byjanuary24th 

free for member! | $10 for non member! 

JOURnPJ THROUGH JUDAISM 

WITH RABBI SHRINER-CAHN 
Wednesday - January 30-7:00 pm I Class meets monthly 

monTHLM TOT IHABAT 

Friday - February 1 - 4:00 pm I Class meets monthly 

JUniOR COnGRCGATIOn 

Saturday - February 9 I For all ages 

Email for info: mountsinaiinfo@gmail.com 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West ■ (718) 875-9124 
MountSinai250@aol.com 




New York City College of Technology 

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201 • 877.NYC.TECH 


FREE PICK-UP & PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY 

to Dumbo / Brooklyn Heights / Cobble Hill / Carroll Gardens 



Bridge 

POTHECARY ^ 1 


Complete Home Health Care 
and Beauty Aid Speda lists 

i~c~ii 


JAY STREET • DUMBO • BROOKLYN • 718-246-4100 • OPEN 7 DAYS 
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Radiator Covers 


RADIATOR COVERS 

The BestS; 

Business 
Since 194S^ 

COVER 
FREE ESTIMJ 

BORNMAIS 

TOI 

nu 

DIATOR... 

\ INSTALLATION. 

*ING CO. INC. 
1-5826 

THAT UGLY RA 
ITES, DELIVERY 

IN MANUFACTUI 
LL FREE 1-866-92 
customradiatorco 


Roofing II Wood Stripping 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

Gutters Skylights. 

ALL^WORK GUARANTEED 

718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofinc/^ ^ 

Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

B BENSON 
ROOFING 

Home Improvement • Speciolizing in Roofs 
■ Rubberized Roof • SBS Cold Process 
■ Shingle Roofs - New Roofs - Gutters 
■ Leaders • Skylights • Roofing • Repair 
■ Waterproofing ■ Free Estimates 


■Fully Insured Lie 11 5908 

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


DUMPSTER FOR 

RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Commercial ■ Residential • Industrial 
10,15, 20 & 30 Yard Containers 

Queens I Manhattan I Brooklyn I Bronx 

ARCO EQUIPMENT CORP. 
(718)366-4900 ll3 


£ urtcu 3 EArncaa 

\V RUBBISH REMOVAL 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up 
Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups 


Commercial Stores Welcome! 
All Size”containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(800) MR-RUBBISH 

(800) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 

Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 

10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 

cwfi -25 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 


Call Carlos 888-727-3235 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 


PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 




(718) 263-8383 


Simon’s^ j 1 

Window Cleaning Co. 

★ FULLY INSURED 
/10 years of experience 


SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Tel: 917-251-4450 
Fax: 347-374-451 4 L 3 ,.; 


QUALITY 

REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS & REPAIRS 
ALL TYPES of 


nable Rates 

Call 718-227-8787 



SHUTTERS 

EXPERTLY MEASURED & INSTALLED 



(718) 424-3737 

?lart Custom S flutters 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


Basements -Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


CR£C f S EXPRESS 

Save the Planet. Recycle. 

1-800-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 



TRIE REMOVAL 


TAT" 7 ! 


mil 

Fomins 


71M51-13M 

718-CUT-TREE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Field Svc Tech 

For lending mfgr of power wheelchairs 
to handle in-home product deliveries and 
svc in the greater Brooklyn area. Electro/ 
Mech aptitude w/dean MVR a must. 

Please show interest to 
HR2@hoveround.com or fax 
941-739-5342. Visit our website at 
www.hoveround.com 

EOE/M use 

Commercial Loan Originators 

Fairmont Capitnl is looking for 


Carpenters Wanted 

Construction compuny seeks 
experienced carpenters for all phases 
of commercial renovation including 
tape & spackle, painting, plumbing, 
etc. Must have own tools & transpor- 
tation and work in all 5 boros. 
Call 631-285-7220 or 
fax resume 631-285-7225 
Email: sue§mandaintl.net 


Receptionist Needed 

Busy Physical Therapy Office 
Front Desk, Quick Learner, Good 
Communication Skills, 
Multi-tasker, Exp. A Plus. 

Fax Resume to Stephanie at 

(718) 451-2797 ui oi 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


estate or financial experience. 

Send resumes to 

careers@fairmontcap.com or 
fax 212-937-2123 L 3 ,. 0 i 

Development Company 
in Dumbo Seeks 

College Grad w/Excel. Com- 
munication skills for Entry Level 
position. Full Time. Send Resume 
& Salary Requirements to: 

Gloria 718-596-7137 M 


PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER 
OR REGISTERED ARCHITECT 

EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT POSITION 


Large agency is seeking a Professional Engineer or Registered 
Architect to serve in an executive leadership position in our 
Staten Island office. The selected candidate will play a proactive 
role in instituting departmental initiatives and strategies; provide 
recommendations for operational improvements; successfully 
implement special projects and department goals; manage pro- 
ductivity and provide solutions for technically-challenging proj- 
ects. The ideal candidate will possess excellent communication, 
writing, leadership, management, organizational and analytical 
skills; be detail-oriented with the ability to handle multiple tasks, 
as well as develop and motivate staff and inspire team effort; and 
have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree with four years' full-time 
managerial experience. New York City residency and a New York 
State PE or FTA license are required. Benefits include pension 
plan, paid holidays and more. 

Please send a cover letter and resume to 
DBCposition @ hotmai l.com. 

Equal Opportunity Employer. cvra 



LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice of Formation of Prospect Street Owners 
LLC; Arts., of Org., filed with NY Sec. of State 
("SSNY") 12/14/2007. Office in Kings County; 
SSNY designated agent for service of process with 
copy mailed to Attn, Donald Capoccia, BFC 
Partners LP, 325 Gold Street, 7th FI., Brooklyn, NY 
11201, All lawful business purposes. BPW 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF SCOTLAND, IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE, DISTRICT COURT DIVISION 07-JT-41, 
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION In re: SHYASHA 
JYMEL COOK DOB: April 27, 2007 To: ROMELL T. JOHNSON and the 
unknown father of a female child born in Scotland County, North Carolina 
on April 27, 2007, Respondents. Upon information and belief, this female 
child was conceived approximately between June 1, 2006, and November 
1, 2006, in Kings County, New York. TAKE NOTICE that a petition seeking 
to terminate your parental rights has been filed in the above-entitled action. 
You are required to answer the petition within forty (40) days after January 
12, 2008, exclusive of such date. Your parental rights to the child will be 
terminated upon your failure to answer the petition within the time pre- 
scribed. This the 12th day of January, 2008. Lisa D. Blalock Purcell & 
Griswold, L.L.P. 210 West Cronly Street, Post Office Box 1567, Laurinburg, 
North Carolina 28353. Telephone: (910) 277-1980. Attorneys for Petitioner, 
Scotland County Department of Social Services. January 12, 19, & 26, 
2008. 








Blvd., Apt C2, Brooklyn, NY 



REAL ESTATE I SERVICES 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 

Associate Broker 

Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

11718-614-5542 fax 917-369-2503 
klillyOelli 



JR' 


APARTMENTS 



OFFICE FOR RENT 


Brooklyn 


Atlantic Avenue 
Professional Office 

450 Sq. Ft. - Move-in 
Condition. Ideal for 
Attorney or Accountant. 

Coll Owner 
(347)385-6287 L o< 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses Condos Co-Ops- 


- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 


(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


CROWN HEIGHTS 

507 Ralph Avenue 

1 Family, 1 Store, 3 Car 
Garage. Asking $525,000 
Call Howard Dreises, Broker 
(718) 935-1877 u 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 
2 FAMILY 

BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 

Call Adrienne For Details 
OPAL-RIDGE.COM H 51 


SOUTH ORANGE 

5 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage. 
Center hall colonial lovingly maintained. 
Hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace. 
Open House Sun., Jan.l 8- 12-4pm 

VALERIE - WEICHERT REAL ESTATE 
(973) 229-2659 (973) 376-454^ 


Investment Property 


Investment Opportunity 

2-Family Semi-det. - East New York 
Driveway • Back yard - Public Garden 
Built in 2005 ■ Fully Rented • Corner 
Property • $520,000 
Anthony Gentile, RE Broker 

(917) 501-9538 

www.loopnet.com - ID#1 5395498 L4 , 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill -Bed-Stuy 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


0 




z 

cs 

Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 


z 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 


1 1 1 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 


LU 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 


CL 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 


0 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 


Q 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 


1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 


Z 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 


< 

4% BROKER'S FEE 


(T 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

I (between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 


0 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 


Email; Info@EladiaRealty.com L31 42 




3BR, 2 bath, 1890 Colonial in 

New kitchen w/granite countertops, maple cabinets, new lights; ne 
BR, new den, new full bath, new A/C, new windows, 2 car garage, excellent 
school system and more. Formal DR has colonial charm. Minutes from Rt. 
78, commuter bus/train and shopping outlets in Flemington. 

1 hour from NYC. 

Contact Brian Glynn at Weichert Realtors 908-507-7694 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


i CLIP andSAVE i 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects e 30 - 46 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs | | ^ \ & 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Will 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers SB million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? ER31 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
isitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato & Associates 

Attorneys at Law 
26 Court Street, #405 - Brooklyn 
(718) 522-6118 - www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray; P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys II Attorneys 


a ^ ^ 

We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law • Divorce • 
Immigration • 

Estates • Real Estate 
Civil ■ DUI 

Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 238 

347-406-7862 


Tang & Scott 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Former Legal Aid Society Atty. 

Serving NYC for over 1 Oyrs. 
We fight fbr your rights 
All Personal Injury Cases 
Medical Malpractice • 

Car Accidents • Slips & Falls • 
Construction Accidents ■ 
Divorces • Family Court • 
Misdemeanors • Felonies • 
DWIs 

Call us at 718-939-2116 

FREE CONSULTATION 

NO FEE UNTIL WE WIN! 

Email Inquiries: 
myqtang@yahoo.com 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE 
OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


We&l/e S/tr/i/ Sterne 
-PARK SLOPE - 


|nL Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

IpLOOKINGTOBUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


LEGAL NOTICES 


»er N0003 1/2008, a copy of which may I 
t CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 L 


>er N00029/2008, a . 


Kings County on the 9th day 



ler N 00028/2008, a . 


inedatthe Office of the Clerk, loc 


(INGS COUNTY, 141 Livinj 
7a Xing Zhu Chen. My pr 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects II Asbestos 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 


• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 


• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 


Martin della Paolera 

architect 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Visit US 
online at: 

BrooklynPaper.com 


* Leinster * 
Contracting 




Contact Liam Hogan 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 



The Brooklyn Paper 


John Costelloe (718) 768-761^ 



Carpentry 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 
Walls • Taping to finish • Painting • 

Hardwood Floors • Wall Units 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 28 


Chimney 



^ — /- A kVAIMTI ^ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

•Custom' Kitchens Jobs are Owner Supervised 
■“m™ n,s We have been 
doing a great job 
for over ten years . rooTr™ 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 




Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718 - 893-4006 



BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


i Chris Mullins A 

I General Contracting 


718-276-8558 ^ 

Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie. t FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 



RENOVATION 


Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 



718-745-0722 L3iM 


♦ S&D HOME * 
IMPROVEMENT 


CabmetS ’ ^ a dMorer kShelVeS 

Free Estimates 

(718) 998-1110 


You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


STONEHENGE 

CONSTRUCTION GROUP 
Kitchens • Bathrooms ■ Tiling 
Painting - Plastering Sheetrock 
Electrical ■ Basements 
Wood Flooring - Closets 
Replacement Windows 

B-SPRlN6«HRlMl 

917.974.3625 

LIC# 120061 9 ■ INSURED ^ 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 

Call" (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Lic#1252474 A3114 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 


fine craftsmanship in the 



Over 20 BrooWyn Paper 

718-979-0913 L32_oi 



Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
ucensed 347-645-4084 insured 



Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move in Clean-up 
Office ■ Residential • General 

7^8^573^41^5 





Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 
marirc6@aol.com s 


r 


NY BRITE 

Cleaning Service 

WE DO IT ALL! 


Special Estimates -t 

800-682-7483 - NYBRITE.COM 



JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 



Floor Maintenance II Handyman 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
• Custom Colors & Designs 


Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 
kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com ^ 


Hardwood Floors 

Installation • Sanding • Refinishing 
All work Guaranteed 
Free Estimates 

718-972-1984 

Lic#1 269932 Bonded ^ ^ 


MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION - SANDING - FINISHING 

All kinds of Hardwood Floors l lamination 
Wooden Stairs • Hondrail 
Manufacturing ■ Installation Repairs 
Seasonable Pricing 

(646) 523-7084 m _ 15 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871 -1504 A3104 


KBM Handyman Services 


(718) 763-0379 


Home Inspections 


O'HARMON COMPLETE 

HOME INSPECTION 

Plumbing ■ Heating • Electrical 
Roof ■ Foundation 

Homeowners I Buyers I Reoltors I Insurance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping 'Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Gardening 


Prepare Your Garden 
1 _'l 0 For Next Season! 

Garden Service, Spring Bulb 
Planting Now, Fall Maintenance, 

ston^Yards -^erraces^ Co-ops" 

718-753-9741 3 o 



...growing with ideas 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5181 
www.gardendig.com 


(718) 646-4540 



Kitchens 


(718) 965-4900 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available, 
ing insurance. All furniture padded Free. 


(718) 843-4417 




Custom Doors 


MBum 


T 9 5 6 ff 

JERSEY CITY, NJ 07306 . PH: 201.222.6367 


OC 

MND<vCA9E> 

Co ° f Tactors Incorporated ^ 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 

(718) 922.2900 



Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
es and best quality moving 
e us a call. 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


L®J Licensed & Insured « B1 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Interior Master Painter 

Specializes in Skim Coating 
Taping - Plastering 
Quality Work - Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

347-623-1578 ^ 


SUNSHINE " 46 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
Licensed & Insured A 

(866) 748-6990 BffiB 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpnper.com 


John Haviaras 



PRIDE & QUALITY 
PAINTING 

- Walls Restored - Ceilings Resurfaced 
Mildew 8 Water Damage 

- FRff ESTIMATES ■ 

(718) 701-3016 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921.2932 

CertaPioPainters 

Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718-858-8588 

347-731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Plumbing SB 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


If ir Family rinmljji* 



Your Neighborhood Plumber 
For Over 100 Years 

• Water Heaters 


Gas /Water Piping 
Toilet & Faucet Repairs 
Video Sewer Inspection 
Boilers Replaced & Serviced 
Service Agreements 


t — mtrr 




About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante N ° surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the j oMot the hour 

Warranties, Guarantees jjr||f4'jLAlVTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


(718) 522-6111 


The Brooklyn Paper 

AVAILABLE 

ONLINE 



Pest Control 



Evict Squirrels & Pigeons QUICKLY! 

1 . STICK DOWN BARRIER U» PIGEON 

SL 3£igroR 

2. ATTACH ELECTRICAL 


Attach electrical 
connect strip and 
plug in transformer 

3. SAY GOODBYE BIRDS! 

Move system from 


Created For 

- Terraces 

- Balconies 

- Patios , 

- Home Use g 


* flntuble • ]'ti iuiI'Il ■ Reipmahh- « I atih tuitidtcil 


MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 

ON PAGE 17 
























































